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Officials  shred 
AIDS  material 

Spanish-language  pamphlets  are  seized  and 
destroyed  in  North  Carolina ,  but  the  English 
versions  were  distributed  throughout  the  state 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  On  February  21,  an 
administrator  with  the  North  Carolina  De¬ 
partment  of  Environment,  Health  and  Nat¬ 
ural  Resources  (DEHNR)  walked  into  the 
offices  of  the  AIDS  Control  Branch  with 
several  recycling  workers  and  seized  15,000 
brochures  printed  in  Spanish  that  graphical¬ 
ly  depicted  and  explained  how  to  properly 
use  a  condom.  All  15,000  brochures  were 
destroyed. 

According  to  some  AIDS  activists  and 
educators,  the  incident  was  a  knee-jerk 
response  by  sex-phobic  government  censors 
in  the  face  of  public  embarrassment  caused  by 
the  action,  who  are  now  claiming  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  brochures  had  nothing  to  do  with 
their  content.  Several  say  the  case  illustrates 
the  difficulties  of  providing  sound,  effective 
safer  sex  information  in  a  state  dominated 
by  conservative  administrators  and  legis¬ 
lators  —  most  notably,  U.S.  Senator  Jesse 
Helms. 

The  Spanish-language  brochure,  which 
was  produced  by  the  AIDS  Control  Branch, 
has  the  same  content  as  a  similar  English- 
language  brochure  that  was  approved  two 
years  ago,  according  to  AIDS  Control 
Branch  Director  David  Jolly.  One  million 
copies  of  the  English  version  have  been 
printed  and  are  used  by  educators  in  state 
health  departments  and  AIDS  service  organ¬ 


different  authority.  It  moved  from  the 
Department  of  Human  Resources  —  which, 
under  then-head  David  Flaherty,  had  ap¬ 
proved  the  English-language  version  —  to 
the  new  DEHNR. 

DEHNR’s  Deputy  Secretary  for  Health 
and  Administration  George  Rudy  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Affairs  Director  Don  Follmer  were  the 
officials  who  had  the  15,000  Spanish 
brochures  seized  and  destroyed.  Follmer 
told  GCN  that  his  office,  which  serves  an 
“editing  function”  for  all  materials  within 
the  department,  had  not  approved  the  bro¬ 
chure,  so  he  had  them  recycled.  When  asked 
whether  he  knew  that  the  brochure  was 
otherwise  identical  to  the  English  brochure, 
which  is  currently  being  used,  Follmer  said, 
“How  do  I  know  they’re  the  same?  I  can’t 
read  Spanish.” 

Follmer  said  the  problems  with  the  bro¬ 
chure  —  which  cost  the  state  $91  to  print  — 
were  “strictly  procedural”  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  its  contents.  But  Jones  and  many 
others  disagree.  Jones  says  the  explicit 
graphics,  which  include  three  line  drawings 
of  a  condom  being  placed  on  an  erect  penis, 
are  what  bothered  the  higher-ups.  He  says 
that  the  600, 000-plus  remaining  English- 
language  versions  of  the  brochure  would 
have  met  a  similar  fate  except  for  the  fact 
that  there  was  documentation  showing 


The  controversial  safer-sex  brochure  featured  pictures  of  erect  penises 


izations  across  the  state.  The  Spanish-lang¬ 
uage  version,  which  has  been  in  the  making 
for  a  year,  was  produced  in  part  for  distribu¬ 
tion  in  three  health  care  centers  that  serve  i 
the  state’s  primarily  Spanish-speaking 
migrant  farm  workers. 

Jolly  told  GCN  he  asked  the  chair  of  the 
Education  Review  Committee  whether  he 
needed  to  seek  separate  approval  for  the 
Spanish  version  of  the  brochure,  since  it  was 
a  direct  translation  and  contained  the  same 
graphics  as  the  English  one,  and  was  told 
that  he  did  not  need  it.  David  Jones,  lob¬ 
byist  for  the  North  Carolina  AIDS  Service 
Coalition,  told  GCN  that  six  months  ago,  in 
its  quarterly  report  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control,  the  state  announced  its  in¬ 
tention  to  print  the  brochure  in  Spanish. 

But  in  August  of  last  year  the  state  con¬ 
solidated  several  administrative  agencies, 
and  the  AIDS  Control  Branch  came  under  a 


Flaherty’s  approval  of  the  brochure  when  he 
headed  Human  Resources. 

The  AIDS  Control  Branch’s  Jolly  declin¬ 
ed  to  comment  on  the  reasons  for  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Spanish-language  bro¬ 
chures,  except  to  say  that  the  DEHNR  “ob¬ 
viously  had  a  different  view  of  the  need  for 
approval”  than  he  and  the  review  board 
had.  But  the  day  after  the  brochures  were 
destroyed,  Jolly  told  Raleigh’s  mainstream 
daily  News  and  Observer ,  “I  know  that 
there  was  concern  about  the  graphics.” 

Jones  said  the  destruction  of  the  bro¬ 
chures  was  “an  embarrassing  episode  for  the 
government,”  which  is  why  officials  insist 
they  were  responding  to  a  failure  to  go 
through  proper  channels.  But  the  News  and 
Observer  ran  an  editorial  March  1  chastising 
the  DEHNR  censors  both  for  their  “capri¬ 
cious  actions”  in  destroying  the  brochures 

Continued  on  page  6 


Army  seeks  to  revoke  gay 
cadet’s  scholarship  money 

James  Holobaugh ’s  fight  against  the  ROT C  is  the  latest 
challenge  to  homophobic  military  policy 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  gay  activists  are  harshly  criticizing 
an  unprecedented  attempt  by  the  Army  to 
collect  ROTC  scholarship  money  from  a 
leading  gay  cadet,  who  was  kicked  out. 

Led  by  openly-gay  Rep.  Gerry  Studds 
(D-Mass.)  March  7,  24  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  protested  the 
move  to  collect  an  estimated  $25,000  from 
James  M.  Holobaugh,  a  senior  at  Washing¬ 
ton  University  in  St.  Louis. 

Studds  and  the  other  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  contended  that  revoking  Holobaugh’s 
scholarship  “would  be  punitive,  unjust,  and 
entirely  unsupportable  by  any  legal  authori¬ 
ty.”  Addressing  their  comments  in  a  letter 
to  Army  ROTC  second  region  Commanding 
General  Charles  R.  Hansell  in  Ft.  Knox, 
Ky.,  the  legislators  said,  “We  believe  that 
the  Army  has  cheated  itself  out  of  the  future 
services  of  a  qualified  officer.  This  unfor¬ 
tunate  decision  would  be  made  only  more 
egregious  if  [he]  were  further  punished.” 

An  ROTC  official  had  recommended  in 
December  that  Holobaugh,  24,  be  “disen- 
rolled”  and  ordered  to  repay  the  four-year 
grant  because  he  was  gay.  Holobaugh,  who 
came  out  to  ROTC  officials  in  April  of 
1989,  said  that  he  was  dating  women  when 
he  enrolled  in  college  and  did  not  realize  that 
he  was  gay  until  1988. 

“Looking  back,”  he  said,  “I  would  have 
been  better  off  if  I  hadn’t  told  them  I  was 
gay.  I  think  I  could  have  gone  ahead  into  the 
[Army]  reserves  for  eight  years  and  they 
wouldn’t  have  found  out.”  Holobaugh  add¬ 
ed,  “But  I’m  also  glad  I’m  not  trying  to  hide 
anything.” 

Holobaugh’s  performance  during  mili¬ 
tary  training  was  so  stellar  that  his  picture 
appreared  in  ROTC  recruiting  material,  said 
Kate  Dyer,  Studds’  executive  assistant.  In 
addition,  there  is  no  evidence  that  Holo¬ 
baugh  misled  or  evaded  enlistment,  which 


are  the  usual  requirements  for  discharging 
cadets.  “This  is  probably  the  first  case  like 
this  I’ve  seen,”  said  ROTC  spokesperson 
Col.  John  Calvin  Blake.  “The  investigation 
is  ongoing  and  whatever  the  hearing  officer 
recommended  has  to  go  through  a  careful 
review  before  there  is  a  final  decision.” 

Army  investigators  interrogated  Holo¬ 
baugh  about  whether  he  was  masquerading 
as  a  homosexual  to  evade  his  service  require¬ 
ment,  but  found  “no  willful  evasion,”  said 
William  Rubenstein.  Rubenstein  is  a  staff 
attorney  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Pro¬ 
ject  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
which  is  representing  Holobaugh. 

Rubenstein  also  said  that  Holobaugh  is 
being  supported  by  officials  at  his  school. 
According  to  the  ACLU,  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity  Provost  Edward  S.  Macias  recently 
stated  that  the  ROTC’s  policy  is  “clearly  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  non-discriminatory 
values  of  this,  and  I  should  think  virtually 
all,  universities.” 

A  ‘mean-spirited’  case 

Gay  and  lesbian  rights  advocates  blasted 
the  ROTC’s  actions.  “It’s  a  mean-spirited 
dollars  and  cents  [matter]  in  which  the  mili¬ 
tary  doesn’t  have  a  case,”  said  Franklin 
Kameny,  a  former  member  of  the  U.S.  In¬ 
fantry  and  longtime  gay  activist  here. 
“There’s  no  indication  of  fraudulent  enlist¬ 
ment.  If  he  discovers  after  he’s  in  that  he’s 
gay  and  they  choose  to  put  him  out,  that’s 
their  loss,”  he  said,  adding,  “but  they  have 
no  claim  ethically,  morally  or,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  legally  on  him  to  collect.” 

“The  ROTC’s  position  is  akin  to  that  of 
an  arsonist  demanding  that  the  man  whose 
home  he  just  burned  down  be  made  to  pay 
for  the  gasoline,”  said  Gregory  King  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF). 
“Holobaugh  is  being  asked  to  pay  for  the 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Reasons  must  be  given  and  understood 
to  explain  why  those  who  do  not  seem  to  be 
able  to  overcome  their  homosexual  tenden¬ 
cies,  or  who  maintain  that  it  is  possible  to 
adopt  a  third  way,  living  in  an  ambiguous 
state  between  celibacy  and  marriage,  must 
be  dismissed  from  religious  life....  The 
evangelical  counsel  of  chastity  assumed  for 
the  sake  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  a  sign 
of  the  future  world  and  a  source  of  more 
abundant  fruitfulness  in  an  undivided  heart, 
entails  the  obligation  of  perfect  continence 
in  celibacy.” 

—  Passages  from  a  directive  issued  by  the 
Vatican,  March  13,  in  the  Boston  Globe. 
The  document  affirmed  the  evangelical  re¬ 
quirements  of  chastity,  poverty  and  obe¬ 
dience,  and  urged  prospective  monks  and 
nuns  to  follow  those  guidelines.  The  state¬ 
ment  also  addressed  problems  facing  those 
interested  in  religious  life  and  pointed  out 
particular  problems  facing  people  who  have 
been  raised  in  the  " modern  ”  world.  "Suc¬ 
ceeding,  at  times  with  difficulty,  in  finding 
their  place  in  the  world,  some  let  themselves 
be  seduced  by  violence,  drugs  and 
eroticism,  ”  continued  the  directive.  "It  is 
becoming  less  and  less  rare  to  find  young 
people  among  candidates  for  religious  life 
who  have  had  unhappy  experiences  in  this 
last  domain.  ” 

School  solicits 
les/gay  students 

STONY  BROOK,  N.Y.  —  One  of  the 
schools  at  the  State  University  of  New  York 
here  recently  began  actively  recruiting  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  students. 

According  to  Chicago’s  Windy  City 
Times,  Marilyn  Goodman,  assistant  dean  of 
admissions  of  the  School  of  Social  Welfare, 
sent  a  letter  stating  the  need  of  the  “expand¬ 
ed  representation”  of  lesbian  and  gay 
students  to  prospective  students  and  faculty 
members.  “Our  school’s  historic  commit¬ 
ment  of  oppressed  groups  has  been  a  princi- 
ment  of  oppresed  groups  has  been  a  princi¬ 
ple  which  we  have  struggled  to  uphold,” 
Goodman  wrote  in  the  letter.  “In  order  to 
do  so,  we  have  identified  the  importance  of 
adequate  representation  of  such  groups 
among  faculty  and  students,”  concluded 
Goodman. 

The  School  of  Social  Welfare,  which  was 
founded  in  the  1970s,  is  “an  alternative  to 
more  sociological  curriculums  [which]  sup¬ 
port  the  status  quo,”  according  to  Carol 
Peabody,  a  lecturer  at  the  school. 

For  more  information,  contact  Carol 
Peabody  or  Marilyn  Goodman  at  the  School 
of  Social  Welfare,  SUNY,  Stony  Brook, 
NY  11794-8231. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Idaho  legislators 
pass  restrictive  law 

BOISE,  Idaho  —  A  highly  restrictive  anti¬ 
abortion  law  was  approved  by  the  state 
House  of  Representatives,  March  9.  If  the 
Senate  were  to  pass  the  legislation,  it  would 
be  the  most  conservative  law  in  the  country, 
according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

By  a  47-to-36  vote  that  followd  three 
hours  of  heated  discussion,  the  legislators 
passed  the  measure  which  would  outlaw 
abortion  as  “a  method  of  birth  control.” 
Abortions  would  be  allowed  only  in  cases  of 
rape,  incest,  “profound  and  irremediable” 
disabilities  found  in  the  fetus,  or  to  save  the 
life  of  or  prevent  “severe  and  long-lasting 
physical  health  damage”  to  the  mother. 
Doctors  who  perform  abortions  could  be 
fined  up  to  $10,000  for  a  first  offense, 
$30,000  for  a  second  offense  and  $50,000 
for  each  additional  offense.  Women 
undergoing  abortions  would  not  be  subject 
to  legal  prosecution,  according  to  the  bill. 

Members  of  the  National  Right  to  Life 
Committee  and  sponsors  of  the  measure 
said  that  the  only  law  as  limited  as  the  one 
here  is  one  passed  in  Pennsylvania  which  has 
been  temporarily  blocked  by  a  Federal  judge 
(see  GCN,  Jan  21).  The  anti-abortionists 
also  said  that  the  bill  would  prevent  more 
than  90  percent  of  the  abortions  performed 
in  this  state.  On  average,  about  1,600  abor¬ 
tions  are  performed  in  Idaho  every  year. 

Debate  on  the  bill  by  the  full  Senate  could 
come  as  early  as  March  15.  If  the  measure  is 
approved,  it  could  become  the  test  case 


right-wingers  have  been  hoping  to  bring 
before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  an  effort 
to  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade,  the  historic  1973 
decision  legalizing  abortion.  Pro-choice  ad¬ 
vocates  said  they  believed  there  is  a  good 
chance  the  measure  will  pass. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gay  Games  under 
attack 

VANCOUVER  —  Opponents  of  the  third 
celebration  of  gay  and  lesbian  athletes  have 
opened  an  office  here  in  an  attempt  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  event  from  happening.  The  fun¬ 
damentalist  Christians  spearheading  the 
anti-gay  campaign  plan  to  work  through 
“intercessory  prayer  activity,”  according  to 
Angles,  a  local  gay  and  lesbian  paper. 

Celebration  ’90:  Gay  Games  III  and 
Cultural  Festival  is  scheduled  to  take  place 
in  Vancouver  August  4-11.  But  Robert 
Birch  of  Burnaby  Christian  Fellowship  and 
a  group  of  clergy  members  calling 
themselves  Watchmen  for  the  Nation  are 
targeting  the  Gay  Games  because  they 
believe  stopping  the  event  will  lead  people  to 
repent  and  accept  and  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

Watchmen  for  the  Nation  opened  their 
new  office  in  a  building  containing  a  chapel, 
where  they  plan  to  offer  “special  prayer 
times”  twice  a  month.  In  a  written  state¬ 
ment,  the  group  describes  Vancouver  as  “a 
city  of  neighbours  whom  we  love  whether 
they  abort  their  babies  or  live  as  homosex¬ 
uals.”  Birch  has  also  suggested  that  the  city 
may  be  hit  by  an  earthquake  if  the  Gay 
Games  go  ahead  as  planned. 

A  local  gay  group  is  mounting  a  campaign 
in  support  of  the  Gay  Games.  “Their 
prayers  will  not  be  answered,  but  their  ser¬ 
mons  are  intended  to  fan  the  flames  of 
homophobia  and  violence  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men,”  said  Tom  Patterson,  a 
member  of  Front  for  Active  Gay  Socialism 
(FAGS). 

For  more  information  about  the  Gay 
Games,  write  Louise  Williams  or  Mark 
Mees,  1170  Bute  St.,  Vancouver,  B.C., 
Canada  V6E  1Z6  or  call  (604)  684-3303. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

New  Jersey  police 
end  entrapments 

NEW  JERSEY  —  Following  sharp 
criticism  by  gay  rights  advocates  over  police 
tactics  and  actions  at  a  rest  stop  here,  the 
superintendent  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Police  announced  the  end  of  undercover 
operation  Feb.  22.  Col.  Justin  Dintino,  who 
was  recently  appointed  to  the  post,  de¬ 
nounced  the  old  policy,  saying,  “It’s  kind  of 
repulsive. .  .that  the  state  police  should  be  in¬ 
volved  in  undercover  activity  to  arrest  peo¬ 
ple  for  [allegedly]  lewd  behavior,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund. 

Over  the  past  three  years,  hundreds  of 
men  have  been  arrested  at  the  Vince  Lom¬ 
bardi  Service  Area.  Plainclothes  police  of¬ 
ficers  stationed  in  the  rest  room  engaged  in 
flirtatious  behavior  and/or  pretended  to 
masturbate,  and  arrested  anyone  who  seem¬ 
ed  to  indicate  any  reciprocal  interest.  Lamb¬ 
da  also  said  that  the  undercover  cops  were 
paid  overtime. 

Lambda  led  a  coalition  of  gay  and  civil 
rights  groups  protesting  the  operation. 
While  the  group  said  it  was  pleased  with  the 
recent  announcement,  it  pointed  out  that 
there  have  been  complaints  about  similar  ac¬ 
tivities  in  other  parts  of  New  Jersey.  “Police 
operations  like  this  waste  valuable  resources, 
lead  to  serious  abuses,  and  destroy  the  gay 
and  non-gay  public  confidence  in  law  en¬ 
forcement,”  said  Lambda  staff  attorney 
Evan  Wolfson,  adding,  “Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  New  Jersey  deserve  protection,  not 
victimization,  by  their  police. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Students  acquitted 
in  protest 

AMHERST,  Mass.  —  Four  students  who 
participated  in  an  anti-militarism 
demonstration  last  year  were  unanimously 
acquitted  Feb.  28  of  charges  brought  against 
them  by  the  University  of  Masachusetts  at 
Amherst.  The  four  students,  who  are  all 
members  of  People  for  a  Socially  Responsi¬ 
ble  University  (PSRU),  were  arrested  April 
25,  1989  after  they  and  100  other  students 


occupied  a  University  building  for  30  hours 
to  protest  Department  of  Defense-funded 
research  at  the  school.  They  were  charged 
with  trespassing  and  disorderly  conduct. 

Three  of  the  students,  Jay  Allain,  John 
Langford,  and  Jon  Leavit  were  arrested  in¬ 
side  the  building  after  police  had  issued  a 
final  warning  to  vacate  the  premises.  Randy 
Viscio,  the  fourth  defendant,  was  arrested 
outside  the  building  when  he  and  33  other 
students  blocked  a  police  bus. 

“We’re  happy  with  the  verdict  and 
assume  that  many  more  of  the  trials  will 
have  the  same  outcome,”  said  Viscio.  Pro¬ 
tests  against  the  Department  of  Defense 
rocked  this  school  last  April  and  May  when 
PSRU  organized  six  building  occupations 
and  a  hunger  strike.  More  than  150  students 
were  arrested  during  the  actions,  and  the  re¬ 
cent  decision  is  only  the  first  of  a  series.  Still, 
students  said  they  were  elated  by  the  acquit¬ 
tals. 

Since  last  spring,  two  more  PSRU 
chapters  have  been  established  at  two  near¬ 
by  colleges,  Hampshire  and  Amherst.  “Our 
work  is  just  beginning,”  said  Viscio. 
“We’re  trying  to  do  something  kind  of  uni¬ 
que.  We’re  presently  engaged  in  trying  to  set 
up  a  National  PSRU  organization  with 
chapters  throughout  the  country,  but  we 
don’t  have  the  money  to  do  it. 

“We  do,  however,  have  the  energy  and 
the  commitment,”  added  Viscio.  “We’re 
planning  a  Spring  Offensive  and  more  oc¬ 
cupations  are  probable,”  he  said. 

All  four  defendants  consulted  with  of¬ 
ficial  attorneys,  but  acted  as  their  own  at¬ 
torneys  during  the  trial.  Upon  hearing  the 
verdict,  supporters  who  had  packed  the 
courtroom  burst  into  cheers. 

□  John  Leelock 

Disability  rights 
activists  stage  C.D. 

WASHINGTON  —  Over  100  disability 
rights  activists  were  arrested  during  a  civil 
disobedience  action  at  the  Capitol  Rotunda 
March  13.  The  activists  called  on  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  to  end  delays  and 
pass  sweeping  civil  rights  legislation  for  the 
millions  of  people  with  disabilities  in  the 
U.S.,  including  people  with  AIDS.  The  ac¬ 
tion  was  organized  by  a  group  called  the 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Access  to  Public 
Transportation  (ADAPT). 

“People  are  very  angry  that  the  House 
has  not  passed  this  bill.  The  Senate  had  little 
or  no  problem  passing  this  bill,  and  it  has  the 


ADAPT  organized  a  Boston  demonstration  Dec. 

13,  targetting  Greyhound,  a  major  ADA  opponent 


support  of  the  President.  Someone  in  the 
House  is  putting  the  brakes  on  it,”  said 
Boston  disability  rights  activist  Bonnie 
Gillis. 

The  demonstrators  met  with  House 
Speaker  Thomas  S.  Foley,  who  rejected 
their  demand  that  he  specify  a  deadline  for  a 
vote  by  the  full  House  on  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA).  The  bill,  which  was 
overwhelmingly  passed  by  the  Senate  Sept. 
17,1 989,  has  been  tied  up  in  House  subcom- 
mittes  ever  since. 

The  bill  would  require  all  new  buildings 
and  services  used  by  the  general  public  be  ac¬ 
cessible  to  people  with  disabilities.  Affected 
services  include  restaurants,  public 
transportation,  places  of  entertainment, 
qnd  offices.  Existing  businesses  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  make  entrance  to  their  facilities  ac¬ 
cessible  to  people  with  disabilities,  provided 
the  requirement  does  not  create  an  undue 
financial  burden. 

The  activists  demanded  that  Foley  pro¬ 
mise  to  keep  the  bill  intact  by  blocking 
amendments  which  would  weaken  the  bill. 
They  also  asked  for  a  deadline  for  the  vote. 
Demonstrators  announced  their  intention  to 
stay  until  their  demands  were  met,  and  were 
arrested  after  refusing  to  leave  the  Capitol 


Rotunda. 

The  police  van  used  to  remove  protestors 
was  not  lift  equipped,  and  police  were  forc¬ 
ed  to  manually  lift  wheelchair  users.  “They 
handled  people  like  sacks  of  potatoes,”  said 
Gillis.  She  also  said  that  she  believed  that  the 
van  did  not  have  wheelchair  lock-downs. 
Protesters  were  held  overnight. 

The  civil  disobedince  action  followed  a 
march  and  rally  the  day  before.  The  march 
began  at  the  White  House  and  ended  at  the 
Capitol  steps,  where  demonstrators  pro¬ 
tested  the  absence  of  a  ramp  by  crawling  up 
the  steps. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Lesbian  separatists 
hold  sex  conference 

LONDON  —  Over  250  lesbians  attended 
a  day-long  workshop  on  sex  here,  according 
to  the  newsletter  of  the  Black  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Centre  Project  in  London.  The  report 
on  the  Lesbian  Sex  and  Sexuality  Day, 
which  was  held  January  20,  was  written  by 
the  organizers  of  the  conference,  the  Lon- 
dong  Lesbian  Separatist  Group. 

According  to  the  statement,  the  con¬ 
ference  was  intended  to  bring  together  les¬ 
bians  who  agreed  with  the  policy  statement: 
“This  conference  will  not  be  representing 
SM  as  a  valid  form  of  lesbian  sexual  practice 
and  is  opposed  to  the  building  of  a  lesbian 
sex  industry.  No  transexuals  or  bysexuals. 
All  dykes  at  the  conference  are  expected  to 
have  a  high  awareness  around  the  issues  of 
racism  and  anti-semitism  and  respect  the  op¬ 
pressions  of  the  other  lesbians  attending.” 

The  organizers  said  the  day  was  intended 
“as  a  celebration  and  affirmation  of  a  les¬ 
bian  sexual  practice  without  SM  and  porn 
and  to  open  up  discussion  on  issues  within 
our  community  that  are  only  now  beginning 
to  receive  attention,  such  as  sexuality  and 
sensuality  between  lesbians  with  disabilities 
and  able-bodied  lesbians.” 

The  report  indicates  that  the  gathering 
was  controversial,  and  the  newsletter  said 
that  a  forthcoming  issue  will  include 
responses  to  the  conference. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Women  in  Black 
met  with  resistance 

BOSTON  —  In  honor  of  International 
Women’s  Day,  approximately  50  women 
gathered  outside  the  Israeli  consulate  here 
March  9  to  demand  Israel’s  withdrawal 
from  Gaza  and  the  West  Bank.  Organized 
by  the  local  Women  in  Black  group,  the 
demonstration  was  a  show  of  solidarity  with 
the  Israeli  women’s  peace  group  of  the  same 
name. 

Although  the  group  has  held  similar 
demonstrations  on  the  first  Friday  of  every 
month  for  a  year  and  a  half  without  in¬ 
terference,  the  March  9  protest  drew  a 
counter-demonstration.  According  to 
Women  in  Black  organizer  Margaret 
S  Lazarus,  the  group  was  not  deterred. 
>  “We’re  going  to  keep  this  up  until  Israel  gets 
-  out  of  the  occupied  territories,”  she  told 
GCN. 

Lazarus  said  that  the  handful  of  counter¬ 
demonstrators  carried  signs  saying  that  con¬ 
ditions  for  women  in  Arab  societies  are  op¬ 
pressive. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

New  publication 
focuses  on  South 
Asian  lesbians 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  The  first  issue 
of  a  newsletter  by,  for  and  about  South 
Asian  feminist  lesbian-identified  women 
will  be  available  June  1.  “Identifying  Our¬ 
selves”  is  the  theme  of  the  premier  issue  of 
Shamakami. 

Shamakami  welcomes  all  submissions  of 
critical  essays,  graphics,  poetry  and  prose. 
The  deadline  for  the  first  newsletter  is  April 
1,  but  additional  or  late  submissions  will  be 
considered  for  future  issues.  Copies  of  the 
first  issue  will  be  available  for  $5  (make 
checks  payable  to  AMALGM).  To  submit 
pieces,  order  copies  of  the  newsletter  or  find 
out  additional  information,  write:  Shama¬ 
kami,  P.O.  Box  643,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
02138. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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Hundreds  of  women 
march  in  S.F. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Over  800  women  marched  in  a  rowdy  demonstration  here  on  March  8,  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day.  Under  the  banner  “Still  Ain’t  Satisfied,”  the  demonstrators  addressed  a  number  of 
topics  including  full  reproductive  rights,  lesbian  liberation,  and  solidarity  with  women  internationally.  They 
also  called  for  an  end  to  racist  attacks,  oppressive  working  conditions,  and  violence  against  women. 

Boston  lawmakers 
consider  AIDS  bills 

Legislators  hear  testimony  supporting  needle  exchange 
and  testing  regulations  for  the  insurance  industry 


Celebrating  International 
Women’s  Day 

Who’s  that  loud-mouthed  woman  from  Dorchester? 
She’s  all  of  us! 


By  Ed  Boyce 

BOSTON  —  Bureaucrats,  AIDS  service 
workers  and  activists  testified  before  the 
state  legislature’s  joint  committee  on  health 
care  about  two  AIDS-related  bills,  March 
12.  The  first  piece  of  legislation,  S454, 
would  establish  an  IV  drug  needle  exchange 
program,  and  the  second,  S453,  is  a  com¬ 
prehensive  set  of  measures  relating  to  AIDS 
treatment  and  access  to  health  care. 

According  to  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC),  approval  of  the  first  bill 
would  allow  the  distribution  of  needles  and 
syringes  at  hospitals,  clinics  and  other  sites, 
and  expand  access  to  drug  addiction  ser¬ 
vices. 

“The  Commonwealth  cannot  afford  to 
stall,”  AAC’s  Robert  Greenwald  told  the 
committee.  “Statewide,  an  estimated 
800-1200  people  are  on  waiting  lists  for 
treatment  of  alcoholism  and  other  drug  ad¬ 
dictions,”  he  said.  “If  our  goal  is  accessible 
and  humane  health  care  for  people  who 
need  it,  ensuring  treatment  for  addiction  is  a 
strategy  that  will  save  money,  and  more  im¬ 
portantly,  will  save  lives.” 

Greenwald  said  that  a  needle  distribution 
plan  is  necessary  because  “drug  users  who 
share  needles  take  a  substantial  risk  of  get¬ 
ting  AIDS.  The  disease  of  addiction  can 
speak  louder  than  logic.”  Greenwald  also 
pointed  out  that  “unfortunately,  the  so- 
called  war  on  drugs  seems  more  like  a  plan 
to  fight  addicts  than  to  fight  addiction,”  ad¬ 
ding,  “we  cannot  simply  view  addiction  as  a 
criminal  matter.” 

Both  Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn  and  Dr. 
George  Lamb  of  Boston  City  Hospital  of¬ 
fered  testimony  that  strongly  supported  the 
needle  exchange  bill.  Flynn  said  that  during 
a  recent  trip  to  New  York,  he  observed  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homeless  “addicts”  who  had 
AIDS.  He  said  he  found  it  ironic  that,  just 
across  the  street  from  several  homeless  peo¬ 
ple,  city  officials  were  entertaining  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

“This  is  becoming  the  poor  people’s  pro¬ 
blem,”  said  Flynn.  “While  gay  community 
numbers  of  AIDS  cases  are  leveling  off,  the 
numbers  of  IV  drug  user  cases  are  going  off 
the  charts,”  he  said.  Flynn  also  stressed  the 
need  for  treatment  on  demand,  saying  “We 
are  facing  a  major  medical  crisis  in  America, 
and  extraordinary  steps  are  required,  for  ex¬ 
ample  a  clean  needle  exchange  program.” 

In  his  testimony.  Lamb  told  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  some  studies  indicate  that,  each 
year,  1  in  10  IV  drug  users  who  were 
previously  HIV  negative  are  diagnosed  as 
being  HIV  positive.  He  also  said  that  one 
company  is  currently  developing  a  non- 
reusable  syringe  which  may  be  available 
soon. 


Although  committee  chair  Sen.  Edward 
Burke,  (D-Framingham)  indicated  that  many 
members  of  the  committee  support  a  needle  ex¬ 
change  program,  he  said  he  was  doubtful  about  the 
bill’s  chance  within  the  full  legislature. 

Insurance  industry  balks 

The  committee  also  heard  testimony  on 
S453,  or  the  Omnibus  AIDS  Bill,  which 
would  empower  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
surance  to  prohibit  insurers  from 
discriminating  on  the  basis  of  HIV  status. 
The  proposed  legislation  also  prohibits 
health  care  providers  from  refusing  treat¬ 
ment  to  HIV  positive  patients,  and  man¬ 
dates  that  all  health  care  professionals  be 
educated  about  care,  symptoms,  and 
counseling  for  HIV  positive  patients. 

Duane  Draper,  director  of  the  AIDS  Of¬ 
fice  at  the  state  Department  of  Public 
Health,  was  one  of  several  state  officials 
who  testified  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Draper 
pointed  out  that  many  people  who  might 
otherwise  volunteer  to  be  tested  are 
discouraged  by  concerns  about  accessibility 
to  insurance  coverage. 

David  Sachs,  of  the  Governor’s 
Taskforce  on  AIDS,  told  the  committee  that 
the  section  of  the  bill  that  requires  all 
health  care  workers  to  receive  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  is  especially  needed.  “Many  health  care 
professionals  have  AFRAIDS,  Acute  Fear 
of  AIDS,”  he  said.  Sachs,  who  is  also  a 
hemophiliac,  said  that  that  community  “is 
90  percent  infected  [and]  cannot  afford  to 
live  completely  without  access  to 
insurance.” 

“I  was  misdiagnosed  for  an  opportunistic 
infection  three  years  ago  and  not  given  the 
right  treatment  for  the  one  I  had,”  said 
Josiah  Rich,  a  person  with  AIDS  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Boston  Living  Center.  Rich  said  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  argument  that  physicians  don’t 
need  education  about  AIDS  “absurd.”  He 
also  pushed  for  an  improvement  in  AIDS 
education  in  public  schools,  saying  “the 
kids  aren’t  getting  the  message.  It  has  to  be 
more  explicit,  we  have  to  stop  being  polite.” 

Several  lobbyists  from  the  insurance  in¬ 
dustry  testified  against  the  bill,  saying  that 
the  regulations  would  make  it  more  difficult 
for  insurance  companies  to  make  a  profit. 
The  lobbyists  argued  that,  if  that  were  to 
happen,  HIV  infection  would  become  a 
special  case  as  far  as  rules  about  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  pre-existing  conditions  from 
coverage. 

“It’s  not  a  special  case,”  countered  Jim 
Voltz  of  AAC.  He  said  that  a  local  hospital, 
Beth  Israel,  “is  doing  oncological  screen- 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  In  1977,  seven  working  class 
women  got  together  to  organize  the  first  In¬ 
ternational  Women’s  Day  celebration  in 
Dorchester,  a  Boston  neighborhood.  This 
year,  more  than  200  women  turned  out 
March  10  for  the  13th  annual  event, 
“Strong  and  Together:  A  Vision  for  the 
90s”  sponsored  by  the  Dorchester  Women’s 
Committee. 

This  year’s  happening  brought  together  a 
diverse  group  of  women  for  a  day  of 
workshops,  skits,  speeches  and  music  at  the 
Grover  Cleveland  School.  Alternately 
serious  and  joyous,  the  event  memorialized 
two  events  that  took  place  March  8.  Women 
textile  workers  in  New  York  City  marched 
March  8,  1857,  and  again  in  1908,  to  de¬ 
mand  better  wages  and  working  conditions. 
In  1911,  German  socialist  and  feminist 
Clara  Zetkin  proposed  that  the  day  be 
celebrated  annually  as  International 
Women’s  Day. 

The  Dorchester  Women’s  Committee 
transformed  the  well-worn  school  building 
for  this  day-long  celebration.  Banners 
familiar  to  those  who  participate  annually  in 
this  event  adorned  the  walls,  including  one 
that  read  “Who’s  That  Loud  Mouthed 
Woman  from  Dorchester?  She’s  All  ofUs!” 
Posters  showing  statistics  about  the  number 
of  people  who  have  “disappeared”  in 
Guatemala’s  political  repression  were  in¬ 
terspersed  among  the  anti-drug  messages 
this  elementary  school  uses  to  decorate  the 
walls. 

The  Dorchester  happening  began  with 
morning  workshops,  including  Women  in 
the  Trades,  Reproductive  Rights  (which  was 
combined  with  the  Comite  de  Mujeres  Puer- 
torriquenas  Miriam  Lopez  Perez 
workshop).  Women  in  the  Struggle  in  Other 
Countries,  For  Incest  Survivors  Only,  For 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics,  Young  Moms 
Talk  about  Being  Young  Moms,  AIDS 
Awareness,  and  Homelessness  and  Afford¬ 
able  Housing. 

Male  supporters  of  this  women-only  event 
were  responsible  for  child  care  and  security 
throughout  the  morning.  Once  organized 
child  care  ended  at  lunchtime,  children  fully 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  —  The  state 
Supreme  Court  here  recently  struck  down  a 
restriction  that  prevented  a  gay  father  from 
visiting  with  his  children  if  there  were 
“unrelated  adults”  present.  In  its  February 
21  ruling,  the  court  found  that  the  visitation 
restriction  placed  on  Michael  Walsh  was  due 
to  his  sexual  orientation  and  violated  his 
parental  rights. 

A  lower  court  issued  the  restriction  when 
Walsh  and  his  former  wife  went  to  court 
over  visitation.  Walsh’s  former  wife  said  he 
was  a  good  and  loving  father  who  should 
have  frequent  visitation,  but  she  expressed 
concern  over  his  “gay  lifestyle,”  according 
to  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  a  gay  and  lesbian  legal  organization 
that  filed  a  friend  of  the  court  brief  in  the 
case.  Lambda’s  Paula  Ettelbrick  told  GCN 
the  restriction  was  intended  to  keep  the  two 
children  away  from  Walsh’s  live-in  lover. 
But  instead  of  restricting  visitation  with 
regard  to  the  lover,  the  court  banned  any 
“unrelated  adult”  from  the  visits. 

“The  restriction  was  patently 
discriminatory,”  said  Roberta  Achtenberg 
of  the  National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights 
(NCLR),  which  filed  the  friend  of  the  court 
brief  with  Lambda.  Achtenberg  and  Ettel¬ 
brick  both  agreed  that  the  breadth  of  the 
restriction  placed  by  the  lower  court  was  a 
strong  factor  in  its  being  overturned.  If  the 
conditions  had  been  more  narrow  —  for  ex¬ 
ample  banning  the  lover  from  being  present 
during  visits  —  it  would  have  been  harder  to 
overturn,  according  to  the  lawyers. 


and  enthusiastically  participated  in  the 
afternoon  celebration.  Teenagers,  many  of 
whom  have  been  active  for  years  in  the 
event,  read  a  history  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  from  the  mid-1800s  through  the  pre¬ 
sent  and  performed  skits.  They  were  inter¬ 
rupted  twice  by  standing  ovations  from  the 
audience.  The  ovations  acknowledged  a 
moving  rendition  of  Sojourner  Truth’s 
“Ain’t  I  a  Woman”  speech  and  a  line  from 
a  skit:  “If  your  boyfriend’s  behavior  is  mak¬ 
ing  you  uncomfortable,  tell  him  to  stop.” 

UMOJA,  a  multi-cultural  women’s  a 
capella  singing  group,  gave  two  perfor¬ 
mances,  which  were  interspersed  between 
speeches  and  workshop  reports.  The  women 
of  UMOJA,  who  knew  each  other  for  years 
at  the  New  Bedford  Women’s  Center,  form¬ 
ed  the  group  at  the  6th  annual  Dorchester 
Women’s  Day  in  1983.  They  performed 
several  songs  written  by  Sweet  Honey  in  the 
Rock,  and  gave  a  chilling  rendition  of  Tracy 
Chapman’s  “Behind  the  Wall.” 

Hattie  McKinnis,  a  local  education  ac¬ 
tivist,  told  wonderfully  funny  stories  about 
how  she  was  drawn  into  activism  by  her  now 
27-year-old  son’s  rebellion  as  a  child. 
McKinnis  explained  that  her  son  was  rebell¬ 
ing  against  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
foolishness  of  his  teachers.  For  example, 
when  her  son  was  five-years-old,  he  got  in 
trouble  at  kindergarten  for  refusing  to  draw 
a  turkey  at  Thanksgiving  time.  When 
McKinnis  went  to  the  school  to  talk  to  the 
teacher,  her  son  showed  her  the  other 
kindergarten  children’s  drawings.  “Do 
these  look  like  real  turkeys  to  you?”  he  ask¬ 
ed.  “Well,  no,”  McKinnis  responded.  Her 
son  explained,  “ That’s  why  I  didn’t  draw 
one.” 

Other  afternoon  speakers  included  Marta 
Rosa,  Chelsea’s  first  Hispanic  elected  of¬ 
ficial,  and  Dahlia  Lugo.  Lugo  spoke  about 
the  success  of  the  English-only  referendum 
in  Lowell.  “A  lot  of  the  people  who  don’t 
speak  English  are  women,”  she  noted.  She 
said  that  an  English-only  law  “means  that 
we  can’t  get  health  care,  because  no  one  at 
the  hospital  will  be  allowed  to  speak 
anything  but  English.  It  means  we  will  not 
Continued  on  page  7 


Ettelbrick  said  visitation  restrictions  on 
lesbian  and  gay  parents  are  not  uncommon. 
For  example,  overnight  visits  with  children 
have  been  barred  if  a  lover  is  present.  In 
some  cases,  children  are  not  allowed  to  visit 
unless  the  lesbian  or  gay  partner  of  the 
parent  moves  out  of  the  shared  home.  Ettel¬ 
brick  said  these  cases  rarely  make  it  to  high 
courts  because  the  gay  parent  often  settles 
for  limited  visitation  in  hopes  that  the  other 
parent  will  eventually  “cool  off”  and  infor¬ 
mally  relax  the  visitation  practices. 
Although  such  changes  would  technically 
violate  the  court-imposed  restrictions,  they 
are  relatively  commonplace,  according  to 
Ettelbrick. 

Achtenberg  and  Ettelbrick  said  they 
thought  the  Iowa  ruling  was  significant  for 
other  lesbian  and  gay  parents  in  that  state. 
“...[T]he  court’s  implicit  recognition  that  a 
parent’s  sexual  orientation  is  not  a  relevant 
factor  in  a  visitation  case  should  offer  some 
assurance  to  lesbian  and  gay  parents  in 
Iowa,”  said  Achtenberg. 

Legal  advocates  for  lesbian  and  gay 
parents  said  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
Iowa  court’s  ruling,  which  they  described  as 
part  of  a  national  trend  toward  broader 
visitation  rights  for  gay  parents.  “We 
haven’t  had  a  good  decision  at  a  state 
supreme  court  in  a  good  while,” 
Achtenberg  told  GCN.  She  said  the  last  such 
decision  happened  a  year  and  a  half  ago  in 
South  Carolina. 


□  filed  from  Boston 
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Gay  father  wins  case 
in  Iowa 

The  state’s  highest  court  rules  that  anti-gay  restrictions 
violated  a  gay  man’s  rights  as  a  parent 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


If  it’s  only  a  joke,  then  why 
not  ditch  it? 


Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  Rick  Hunter’s 
letter  in  the  January  21-27  issue  of  GCN. 
Mr.  Hunter’s  letter  was  a  response  to  Vickye 
Robinson’s  letter  about  possibly  offensive 
cards  at  the  Glad  Day  Bookstore  in  San 
Diego.  I  have  not  been  to  the  Glad  Day 
Bookstore,  but  I  know  the  cards  to  which 
both  are  referring. 

Like  many  (if  not  most)  skinny  white 
people,  I  read  Ms.  Robinson’s  original  letter 
about  the  cards  with  some  indifference: 
come  on,  I  thought,  they’re  just  a  joke.  And 
as  Mr.  Hunter  quoted  Bette  Midler  saying, 
“Fuck  ’em  if  they  can’t  take  a  joke.” 

Well,  maybe  the  joke  is  really  not  that 
funny.  Remember  these  two:  Have  you 
heard  about  AIDS?  It  turns  fruits  into 
vegetables.  What’s  the  worst  thing  about 
having  AIDS?  Trying  to  convince  your 
mother  that  you’re  Haitian.  These  were 
hilarious  in  1983,  when  we  didn’t  know 
anyone  with  AIDS.  After  a  few  thousand  or 
so  deaths,  they  aren’t  funny,  they’re  sad. 

And  if  it’s  just  a  simple  joke,  then  why 
not  get  rid  of  it?  How  many  people  are  really 
going  to  miss  those  cards  versus  how  many 
people,  white  and  Black,  thin  and  fat,  see 
them  as  crude,  small-minded  encourage¬ 
ments  of  intolerance? 

This  reminds  me  of  all  the  anti-hate  bills 
and  ordinances  that  gay  people  would  love 
to  see  passed  that  some  people  (not  willing 
to  come  right  out  against  gays)  oppose,  say¬ 
ing  it  is  “unnecessary”  because  we  are 
already  protected  by  other  laws.  So,  if  it  is 
simply  superfluous,  why  not  just  pass  it,  and 
save  everybody  time  and  money?  Why  fight 
so  hard  against  something  that  we  sup¬ 
posedly  already  have?  1  think  the  answer  to 
that  is  clear:  it’a  lie;  we  aren’t  protected,  and 
the  opponents  don’t  want  us  to  be. 

I  think  the  truth  about  these  cards  is  clear, 
too:  they  are  an  “acceptable”  vehicle  of 
racism  and  other  intolerance,  because  they 
are  “just  a  joke”.  Really,  how  could  anyone 
take  them  seriously? 

I  take  them  seriously,  because  1  know  how 
tiny,  seemingly  inconsequential  anti-gay 
remarks  can,  bit  by  bit,  erode  my  pride  in 
myself  and  my  community.  And  I  know 
how  furious  1  was  the  last  time  I  saw  some 
portrayal  by  the  straight  community  of  gay 
men  as  diseased  criminal  freaks,  and  les¬ 
bians  as  frustrated  dog-faced  dictators.  I 
can  imagine  that  must  be  how  Blacks  feel 
when  they  see  a  portrayal  of  themselves  by 
whites  as  slovenly,  stupid  mammies. 

As  long  as  Mr.  Hunter  is  using  Bette 
Midler’s  quote  to  disavow'  any  racism,  let 
me  use  the  following  from  Shakespeare: 
"Nlethinks  the  lady  doth  protest  too 
much.”  Sure,  a  few  Black  people  don’t  find 
these  cards  racist.  And  a  few  gays  are  guilty 
of  telling  and  laughing  at  gay  jokes  to  cover 
themselves.  So  that  makes  it  all  right?  Tell 
me,  are  you  w  illing  to  walk  into  your  local 
chapter  of  the  NAACP  with  one  of  these 
cards?  How  about  showing  one  to  someone 
Black  who  is  interviewing  you  for  a  job? 

Yes  these  cards  are  just  trivial  little  pieces 
in  a  much  bigger  puzzle,  but  to  measure 
their  weight,  try  this  old  game:  If  someone 
gave  you  a  job  that  paid  a  penny  a  day,  but 
that  salary  doubled  each  day,  how  long 
would  it  be  before  you  are  paid  SI  million  a 
day?  A  long  time?  No.  The  answer  is:  less 
than  a  month.  Do  the  math  yourself,  and 


you  will  find  that  from  one  penny  on  the 
first  day,  your  salary  will  have  risen  to 
$1,342,177.28  by  day  28.  Tiny  things  add 
up,  and  by  the  time  you  realize  it,  the  huge 
effect  of  them  is  coming  home  to  roost. 

Lest  Mr.  Hunter  accuse  me,  as  he  does 
Ms.  Robinson,  of  not  having  a  sense  of 
humor,  try  this  one  on:  about  three  years 
ago,  Orlando  Fonseca,  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  of  El  Paso,  Texas  suggested  that 
gay  men  be  rounded  up  and  castrated  to 
stop  the  spread  of  AIDS.  I  wasn’t  laughing 
then,  and  I  still  am  not.  Toward  the  end  of 
Female  Trouble,  Divine  brandishes  a  pistol 
and  asks  who  in  the  audience  “wants  to  be 
the  first  to  die  for  art?”  I  would  like  to  ask 
Mr.  Hunter  if  he  wants  to  be  the  first  to  be 
castrated  for  a  good  laugh. 

The  question  is,  does  Mr.  Hunter  even 
care  about  Ms.  Robinson’s  opinion,  or  does 
he  just  want  to  wage  a  personal  attack  on 
her,  without  even  bothering  to  find  out  why 
and  how  these  “jokes”  hurt  her,  if  anyone 
else  is  offended,  and  what  effect,  if  any,  this 
could  have  on  the  racially  mixed  gay  com¬ 
munity.  No,  he  would  prefer  to  valiantly  de¬ 
fend  a  line  of  greeting  cards,  apparently  one 
of  the  “pretty  important  issues”  that  he 
assures  us  are  out  there.  How  we  can 
possibly  expect  the  average  American  to  ac¬ 
cept  leather  dykes  and  drag  queens  when  we 
can’t  even  sit  down  among  ourselves  and 
listen  respectfully,  and  agree  or  disagree  in  a 
civil  manner,  with  a  person  who  has  a  differ¬ 
ing  opinion  on  something? 

Jesse  Helms  doesn’t  know  that  he  wasted 
$20  million  on  his  last  re-election  to  the 
Senate.  All  he  had  to  do  was  sit  at  home  and 
watch  television  while  we  minorities  tear 
each  other  apart. 

Sincerely, 

_  L.W.  Harned 

Mesa,  Ariz. 

A  slight  bias? 

Dear  GCN: 

Mr.  Tafel’s  letter  to  GCN  was  a  disap¬ 
pointment.  I  hope  your  readers  understand 
that  as  Mr.  Duffy’s  campaign  manager,  it 
was  hopefully  a  piece  of  excess  motivated  by 
his  enthusiasm  for  the  candidate. 

Yours  truly, 
David  Scondras 
City  Councillor 
Boston,  Mass. 

There  needs  to  be  more 
correspondence 

Dear  GCN: 

1  just  want  to  take  a  few  minutes  to  say 
thanks  to  GCN  for  even  thinking  about  giv¬ 
ing  a  little  space  to  people  who  would  like  to 
write  prisoners.  The  brothers  and  sisters  in 
prison  are  forced  to  live  life  a  lot  harder  than 
those  on  the  outside,  who  do  have  some 
rights  and  means  of  security  that  we  can’t 
get  in  here. 

Anyway,  back  to  what  the  brothers  and 
sisters  on  the  outside  can  do  for  the  ones  in¬ 
side  (just  suggesting),  there  needs  to  be  more 
correspondence  between  us.  Why?  Because 
gay  and  lesbian  prisoners  have  no  social  or 
moral  support  or  community  of  our  own  in¬ 
side  prison.  They  discourage  it  strongly. 
What’s  needed  is  for  caring  people  on  the 
outside  to  take  a  very  little  bit  of  your  time 
to  write  or  visit  or  help  educate  etc.  a 
brother  or  sister  in  prison.  Why?  Because 
most  prisoners  feel  lost  and  not  part  of  the 
struggle.  If  some  of  you  religious,  political 
and  other  social  groups  would  make  it  a  lit¬ 
tle  project  to  be  in  touch  with  some  gay  or 
lesbian  prisoners,  you  would  gain  some  real 
friends,  especially  when  we  get  out,  as  most 
of  us  will  before  long. 

We  (the  gay  people)  have  been  recognized 
as  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with,  so  my  sugges¬ 
tions  are  not  too  far  fetched  and  should  be 
seriously  considered  by  groups  such  as 
NGLTF,  BWMT  and  especially  the  legal 
groups,  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  brothers  and 
sisters  are  in  real  need  of  legal  help  to  get  our 
very  basic  rights  (lives)  back. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  give  a  special  thanks 
again  to  GCN  and  to  say  that  more  support 
like  this  would  be  a  good  investment  for  a 
stronger  community  in  the  future! 

Ronnie  Ellard 
D-6I182  SHU  C 
PO  Box  7500 

Ua  Crescent  City,  CA  95532 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Create  the  power:  it’s  the  only  way  to  win 


By  Ann  Holder 

From  the  moment  the  gay  rights  bill  pass¬ 
ed,  conservative  religious  organizations 
began  organizing  for  its  defeat.  While  polls 
have  indicated  that  a  majority  in 
Massachusetts  supports  the  bill,  anti-gay 
groups  have  decided  to  take  the  issue  to  the 
electorate  via  a  referendum  on  the  bill. 
Whether  this  referendum  will  be  on  the 
November  ballot  is  yet  to  be  decided  as  it  is 
at  the  center  of  legal  debate  and  currently 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

The  conservative  and  religious  groups,  led 
by  “Families  First,”  have  already  started 
their  campaign.  Radio  ads  associating 
homosexuality  with  death  and  disease  solicit 
listeners  to  free  themselves  from  the  bon¬ 
dage  of  the  gay  rights  bill.  The  ads  proclaim 
that  the  bill  gives  privileges  to  homosexuals 
and  threatens  “the  family.”  At  tables  set  up 
in  churches  and  shopping  malls  around  the 
state.  Families  First  gathers  signatures  on 
their  petitions,  engaging  people  in  their 
crusade,  a  kind  of  declaration  of  war  on 
homosexuality. 

How  should  we  respond?  What  are  our 
goals?  Can  we  counter  this  anti-gay  cam¬ 
paign  by  recalling  the  pride  and  power  we 
felt  after  the  1987  March  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  and  demand  recognition  and 
respect,  or  will  we  attempt  to  “win  the  love” 
of  heterosexuals  by  posing  ourselves  as 
simply  a  victimized  people?  Can  we  move  in 
a  way  that  enlarges  the  space  for  people  to 
“come  out”  safely  and  demand  rights, 
especially  in  small  towns,  but  also  in 
Boston? 

These  questions  reflect  the  different  styles 
of  organizing  that  have  polarized  prior  ef¬ 
forts,  around  the  gay  rights  bill  in  par¬ 
ticular:  quiet  lobbying  vs.  a  public  presence, 
individual  influence  vs.  creating  broad 
(based  alliances,  speaking  to  the  powerful  vs. 
speaking  from  the  power  of  a  movement. 
Now  we  are  faced  with  a  vastly  different 
situation,  requiring  an  imaginative 
response.  How  can  we  pose  the  possibilities 
of  moving  together  differently? 

The  effort  to  counter  this  referendum 
campaign  has  just  begun.  What  are  our 
stakes  in  creating  a  space  for  all  to  work 
together?  The  gay  rights  bill  has  been  hotly 
debated  in  our  community  since  its  passage. 
Many  felt  the  achievement  was  a  victory  and 
certainly  the  bill  represents  a  dedicated 
struggle  on  the  part  of  various  sectors  of  our 
community.  Others  pointed  out  the  limits  of 
the  bill:  it  doesn’t  extend  protection  to  gay 
families  or  foster  parents,  it  places  the 
burden  of  redress  on  the  person 


Debating  the 


By  Gary  Daffin 

Auden  was  right: 

Accurate  scholarship  can 
Unearth  the  whole  offence, 

From  Luther  until  now 
That  has  driven  a  culture  mad. 

1  and  the  public  know 
What  all  school  children  learn, 

Those  to  whom  evil  is  done 
Do  evil  in  return. 

Much  evil  has  been  done  to  us  —  all  of  us: 
whether  we  wear  blue  suits  or  blue  collars, 
clean  floors  for  a  living  or  buy  and  sell 
buildings,  eat  meat  or  not  eat  meat,  lobby 
politicians  or  Act  Up  (or  both).  In  return, 
we  seem  never  to  cease  doing  evil  to  each 
other,  entrenched  as  we  are  in  separate  cor¬ 
ners  of  gay  culture,  convinced  of  the  in¬ 
fallibility  of  every  position  taken. 

It  is  hard  not  to  laugh  at  much  of  the 
bluster  surrounding  the  debate  over  how  to 
organize  the  campaign  to  save  the  Gay 
Rights  Law.  Many  arguments  sound  so  dis¬ 
ingenuous  and  tongue-in-cheek  that  sublime 
humor  appears  to  be  the  objective. 
Groundless  assumptions  and  insulting 
stereotypes  are  bandied  about  earnestly. 
Buzzwords  abound:  “inclusion,”  “em¬ 
powerment,”  “progressive,”  “people  of 
color”  (yes,  hardly  more  than  a  buzzword 
these  days).  All  in  the  name  of 
“Liberation.” 

The  unfortunate  irony  is  that  we  have 
lapsed  again  into  a  contentious,  wholly  un¬ 
productive  battle  over  the  style  of  our  collec¬ 


discriminated  against,  it  was  won  through  a 
legislative  strategy  that  failed  to  engage  a 
broader  base  within  the  gay  and  lesbian 
movement. 

But,  the  anti-referendum  campaign  will 
not  limit  itself  to  what  the  bill  is  or  isn’t, 
does  or  doesn’t  accomplish.  Their  campaign 
will  provide  an  excuse  for  unleashing 
homophobia  on  a  massive  scale.  This  gives 
every  single  gay  or  lesbian  person  in  the  state 
very  high  stakes  in  the  success  of  our 
organizing,  not  only  to  defeat  the  referen¬ 
dum  but  to  empower  ourselves  and  refuse 
the  hatred  that  will  be  directed  against  us. 

The  organizing  to  date  has  been  primarily 
preoccupied  with  discussions  over  structural 
and  procedural  questions.  Some  emphasize 
pollsters,  media  consultants  and  the  recruit¬ 
ment  of  “important”  people.  Others  em¬ 
phasize  the  need  to  involve  various  sectors 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  in  the 
planning  process:  people  of  color,  labor  ac¬ 
tivists,  students,  lesbians  involved  in 
autonomous  women’s  groups,  disability  ac¬ 
tivists,  AIDS  activists  and  service  providers. 
Most  agree  that  we  need  both  but  the  terms 
of  that  balance  are  still  an  open  question. 

We  have  yet  to  discuss  guiding  themes, 
the  opposition  strategy  and  the  content  of 
our  campaign.  How  will  we  respond  to  the 
Families  First  ads  that  feature  fear  of  AIDS 
and  protection  of  “the  family?”  The  history 
of  such  referenda  campaigns,  and  the  pro¬ 
blems  faced  by  gays  and  lesbians  in  other 
states  when  the  opposition  raised  the  “ex¬ 
plosive”  issues  of,  say,  man/boy  love, 
sodomy  laws,  gay  teachers,  parents  or  even 
foster  care  may  be  instructive. 

These  “pro-family”  assaults  were  par¬ 
ticularly  prevalent,  and  often  successful,  in 
the  late  1970s.  Especially  interesting  was  the 
effort  by  gays  and  lesbians  that  defeated  the 
1979  Briggs  Initiative  in  California.  Initially 
polls  showed  a  two  to  one  margin  suppor¬ 
ting  Briggs’  homophobic  initiative  to 
dismiss  all  gay  and  lesbian  teachers,  as  well 
as  all  those  who  advocated,  or  even  discuss¬ 
ed,  homosexuality  openly  within  the  public 
schools.  There  were,  however,  at  least  two 
campaign  strategies. 

The  first  strategy  relied  on  the  advice  of 
experts.  Slick  advertising  minimized  gay 
content  and  visibility.  Fearing  that  straight 
allies  were  alienated  by  gay  sexuality,  the 
campaign  tried  to  repress,  both  internally 
and  externally,  discussion  of  some  of  the 
more  loaded  issues  mentioned  earlier. 

The  second  strategy  was  developed 
because  many  gay  and  lesbian  activists 


tively  radical  will.  And  the  style  we  are 
debating,  as  always,  is  as  much  about 
fashion  as  it  is  about  strategy.  Were  this  a 
comedy,  we  would  all  be  laughing.  Our  op¬ 
ponents  surely  must  be. 

Several  points  of  contention,  though, 
have  been  particularly  disturbing.  Most  of¬ 
fensive  has  been  the  use  of  “people  of 
color”  as  a  bargaining  chip.  Some  in  this 
community  (particularly  those  who  now 
profess  to  be  the  only  true  “progressives”) 
are  quite  willing  to  include  people  of  color  in 
decision-making,  as  long  as  only  those 
whose  thinking  parallels  their  own  are 
allowed.  The  subtle  implication  is  this:  “If 
you  do  not  think  as  we  —  the  vanguard  of 
progress  —  then  you  must  not  be  truly  a  per¬ 
son  of  color.  For  no  person  of  color  could 
disagree  with  what  we  have  to  say.” 

This  is  not  an  exaggeration.  As  a  person 
of  color  who  has  suffered  through  the  full  1 2 
hours  of  meetings  thus  far,  I  can  attest  to  the 
less  than  genuine  interest  in  diversity  ap¬ 
parent  in  many  appeals  for  inclusion.  Once, 
a  woman  sitting  10  feet  away  from  me  voic¬ 
ed  her  concern  that  no  one  of  color  was  pre¬ 
sent.  I  turned  my  head  and  she  apologized. 
The  clamor  for  inclusion  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  most  vocal  advocates  is  often  thinly 
veiled  manipulation. 

Every  member  of  the  steering  committee 
elected  on  February  24  entered  this  process, 
as  many  others  did,  with  an  express  intent  of 
garnering  support  in  every  corner  of  the  gay 
community.  Talk  of  meetings  in  closets  to 


feared  a  repetition  of  the  overwhelming 
defeat  suffered  at  the  hands  of  Anita 
Bryant’s  “Save  the  Children”  campaign  in 
Dade  County,  Florida.  Largely  credited 
with  turning  the  campaign  around,  the 
grassroots  effort  espoused  a  strategy  of 
“face  to  face  contact  on  a  massive  scale.” 
Gay  and  lesbian  speakers  barnstormed  most 
parts  of  the  state.  They  discussed  “gay 
lifestyle”  issues,  sexuality,  homophobia, 
gay  parenting  and  gay  children.  The  goals  of 
this  strategy  were  similar  to  those  used  to 
challenge  the  foster  care  policy  here.  The  in¬ 
tent  was  to  reduce  the  distance  between  gay 
and  “straight”  life,  to  humanize  gay  and 
lesbian  people  and  to  confront  those  issues 
that  were  the  most  explosive  precisely 
because  they  remained,  within  the  tradi¬ 
tional  campaign,  “closeted.” 

One  thing  we  must  discuss,  following 
from  Briggs,  are  the  concrete  pitfalls  to 
“professionalizing”  our  campaign.  One 
speaker  at  a  referendum  meeting  suggested 
that  pollsters  might  reveal  some  aspects  of 
anti-gay  rhetoric  that  were  homophobic  but 
ineffective,  in  terms  of  gaining  votes.  We, 
then,  wouldn’t  have  to  waste  our  energy 
countering  those  aspects  of  their  campaign. 
This  suggestion  demonstrates  why  more 
discussion  is  badly  needed.  Pollsters  may  ig¬ 
nore  the  role  of  publicly  expressed 
homophobia  in  intensifying  the  violence  and 
harassment  faces  by  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
We  cannot  afford  to  make  the  same  deci¬ 
sion.  This  strategy  exposes  people  across  the 
state,  particularly  those  in  small  towns,  to 
an  increased  climate  of  hatred  hardly  con¬ 
ducive  to  empowerment.  This  is  not  a  “win¬ 
ning”  strategy. 

Secondly,  our  focus  can  no  longer  be  on 
“defending  the  bill.”  The  argument  for  ex¬ 
pediency  resulted  in  a  17-year  failure  to 
mobilize  a  grassroots  campaign  on  behalf  of 
the  bill  and  speaks,  in  part,  to  our  current 
predicament.  If  a  truly  grassroots  effort  is 
required  (and  nearly  everyone  agrees  with 
that),  then  the  strategy  cannot  emanate  from 
the  top  down.  Many  groups  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  and  among  our  progressive  allies 
are  ready  to  mobilize: 

•  GALLAN,  the  gay  and  lesbian  labor  ac¬ 
tivist  network,  has  already  developed 
strategies  for  entering  labor  unions  and  rais¬ 
ing  discussions  on  AIDS  and  the  gay  rights 
referendum. 

•  The  coalition  from  Cape  Cod  and  the 
Islands  has  an  extensive  network  of 
members  and  allies.  They  are  moving  ahead 
with  plans  for  a  regional  gay  and  lesbian 


determine  how  to  silence  certain  corners  of 
our  culture  is  perhaps  enticing,  but  un¬ 
founded.  Do  people  disagree  on  the 
mechanics  of  the  campaign?  Yes,  of  course. 
If  we  all  thought  alike,  I,  personally, 
seriously  would  consider  converting.  It  is 
very  disheartening,  though,  to  watch  people 
retreat  immediately  to  the  comfortable 
world  of  their  own  ideology  —  and  quickly 
launch  an  offensive. 

For  once,  I  would  like  to  hear  reasonable 
discussion  that  does  not  degenerate  into  per¬ 
sonal  attacks.  There  are  many  valid  con¬ 
cerns  about  this  campaign.  The  way  to 
resolve  them  is  not  to  see  who  can  complain 
the  loudest  about  how  horrible  the  rest  are. 

Accountability  is  not  solely  theory  for  the 
present  steering  committee  member 
organizations.  The  subtle  (and  not  so  subtle) 
accusations  of  racism,  classism,  and 
homophobia  are  unjustified  and  deeply 
troubling.  Concern  for  diversity  is  valid. 
However,  the  tactics  employed  to  push  for¬ 
ward  individual  agendas  have  been,  thus 
far,  contemptible  and  beneficial  to  no  one; 

Everyone  knows  that  people  with  strongly 
held  beliefs  are  sometimes  very  difficult  to 
engage  in  conversation.  Commitment  is 
often  so  intense  that  dialogue  is  a  struggle  at 
best.  This  is  to  be  expected.  Activists  are 
also  interested  in  having  their  side  of  any 
story  told  in  every  possible  forum.  This  is 
also  to  be  expected.  The  community  at 
large,  on  the  other  hand,  deserves  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  hear  every  different  approach 
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pride  march,  an  ideal  source  of  education 
and  empowerment. 

•  In  1987,  the  Boston  chapter  of 
Mobilization  for  Survival  sponsored  a 
T-card  campaign  asking  riders  to  “come 
out”  to  the  March  on  Washington,  for 
themselves,  their  friends,  their  families  and 
their  lovers.  We  can  renew  such  alliances  in¬ 
suring  that  the  burden  does  not  fall  only  on 
the  gay  community. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  groups 
whose  skills  and  resources  are  badly  needed: 

•  The  conservative  Exodus  movement  has 
already  begun  advertising  on  Black  iden¬ 
tified  radio  stations  to  support  the  referen¬ 
dum  campaign.  How  will  we  inform 
ourselves  and  confront  this  strategy  without 
the  broadest  possible  base  within  the 
African-American  community?  How  will 
we  build  bases  within  the  Latino  community 
and  the  Asian  community,  who,  likewise 
should  be  essential  parts  of  our  organizing 
strategy?  Organized  groups  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  of  color  have  knowledge,  skills  and  ex¬ 
periences  that  must  not  be  lost  to  this  cam¬ 
paign.  The  marginalization  of  these  groups 
impoverishes  gay  and  lesbian  politics. 

•  Despite  the  centrality  of  AIDS  in  the 
opposition’s  campaign,  there  has  been  no 
clear  representation  from  AIDS  activists  or 
service  providers,  nor  a  discussion  about 
how  that  involvement  might  be  generated. 

The  question  remains:  despite  the  ten¬ 
sions,  can  working  relationships  be  forged, 
within  the  gay  community,  to  acknowledge 
varying  priorities,  negotiate  between  them 
and  allocate  resources  fairly,  thereby 
creating  an  open  campaign?  In  order  to  win 
we  must  be  bold.  We  must  organize  in 
outrage  and  in  fun.  Whenever  that 
mobilization  has  occured  we  have  felt  our 
own  power  and  been  successful  on  our  own 
terms.  This  is  a  moment  for  us  all  to  come 
forward,  in  our  strength  and  in  our  diversi¬ 
ty.  To  contribute,  to  mobilize  and  to  win. 

(The  next  community  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  Saturday,  March  24,  at  10am,  at  City 
Hall.  This  meeting  will  be  an  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  everyone  to  become  involved, 
to  set  some  directions  to  the  existing  cam¬ 
paign,  to  broaden  its  base  and  provide 
political  direction.) 

Ann  Holder  is  a  Boston-area  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist.  She  wants  to  thank  all  those  who 
helped  with  this  piece  for  their  criticism  and 
encouragement. 


and  philosophy  in  order  to  make  informed 
decisions.  Lobbying  for  one’s  interest  is 
necessary  and  acceptable.  Disseminating 
misinformation  and  lies  is  not. 

I  mention  this  because  of  the  clear  exam¬ 
ple  of  uninformed  reporting  that  appeared 
in  the  March  9  issue  of  GCN  (“Fighting  the 
repeal  effort”).  Coverage  of  the  first  two 
meetings  about  the  referendum  campaign 
was  not  only  biased  in  its  approach  but  con¬ 
tains  little  accurate  information  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  themselves.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  the 
integrity  of  the  reporter’s  writing  about 
politics  in  Boston  could  be  questioned. 

I  would  hope  that  future  stories  reflect  a 
more  vigorous  attempt  at  gathering  infor¬ 
mation  and  a  more  even-handed  presenta¬ 
tion.  Any  reporter,  no  matter  what  her/his 
own  views,  should  not  be  manipulated  into 
allowing  only  participants  on  one  side  of  an 
issue  to  contribute  to  an  article  printed  as  a 
news  story,  instead  of  as  news  analysis  or 
opinion.  It  is  unfair  to  the  GCN  readership 
(which  is  by  no  means  monolithic)  and,  in 
this  case,  does  a  great  disservice  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Gary  Daffin  serves  on  the  Board  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  &  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  as  well  as  that  of  GCN. 
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bigotry  being  used  against  him,”  he  said. 

Kathleen  Stoll,  who  directs  HRCF’s  Les¬ 
bian  Issues  and  Outreach  Project,  echoed 
King,  saying,  “This  case  provides  an  appall¬ 
ing  precedent.” 

The  Holobaugh  case  follows  several  re¬ 
cent  protests  against  ROTC  presence  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses,  as  well  as  challenges  to  the 
military’s  across-the-board  anti-gay  policy. 

Faculty  members  at  both  DePauw  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Greencastle,  Ind.,  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin  in  Madison  voted  in  favor 
of  phasing  out  ROTC  because  of  its  anti-gay 
policies.  “Hooray  for  the  DePauw  faculty’s 
vote  [Feb.  5]  to  lobby  ROTC  and  the 
Department  of  Defense  to  change  their 
policies,”  said  Kate  McQueen,  a  1971 
DePauw  graduate  who  is  now  the  chair  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  Virginians,  the 
statewide  lobby  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

McQueen  said  that  Vice  President  “Dan 
Quayle’s  mediocre  record  at  DePauw  and 
his  right-wing  political  bent  have  tarnished 
the  university’s  reputation.  It’s  reaffirming 
to  hear  of  this  anti-discrimination  stance.” 

McQueen  added  that,  “While  Quayle 
played  golf,  the  school  and  its  faculty  pro¬ 
vided  others  of  us  with  a  good  foundation  to 
develop  a  more  progressive  political  philos¬ 
ophy.  I’m  glad  to  see  that  sentiment  still 
reflected  at  DePauw.” 

Last  December,  the  faculty  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin  also  voted  to  reject  ROTC 
presence  on  campus  unless  anti-gay  prac¬ 
tices  and  policies  were  changed.  But  on  Feb. 
2,  the  school’s  Board  of  Regents  rejected 
that  recommendation.  (See  GCN,  Dec.  24, 
1989  and  Feb.  11,  1990.) 

Another  recent  development  involving 
gay  people  in  the  military  came  Feb.  26 
when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  rejected  hear¬ 
ing  two  cases  that  argued  that  dismissal 
from  the  military  based  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  is  unconstitutional.  Without  comment, 
the  court  refused  appeals  by  Miriam  Ben- 
Shalom,  a  lesbian  sergeant  who  was  denied 
re-enlistment  in  the  Army  Reserve,  and 
James  Woodward,  a  Naval  officer  who  was 
kicked  out  when  he  “admitted”  he  was  gay. 
(See  GCN,  March  4.) 

“People  in  the  military  know  this  stand  is 
irrational  and  discriminatory,”  said  Sandra 
Lowe,  an  attorney  at  Lambda  Legal  De¬ 
fense  and  Education  Fund.  “It’s  prejudice 
pure  and  simple.” 

Lowe  praised  campus  activists  for  con¬ 
fronting  ROTC  bias  and  cited  a  recent 
Newsweek  study  which  showed  that  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  civilians  polled  believed  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  should  be  allowed  to  serve. 

“People  ‘do  it’  in  the  military  everyday,” 
said  Lowe.  "They’re  afraid  of  your  being  it, 
and  saying  you’re  it,”  she  said,  adding,  “be¬ 
cause  that  means  you  think  you  are  a  citizen 
like  everybody  else,  with  full  rights.”  □ 
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and  for  the  “bureaucratic  nonsense”  they 
used  to  justify  themselves. 

Jill  Duvall  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Project  in  Raleigh  told  GCN  that  “nobody 
outside  that  office  [the  DEHNR]”  believes 
the  argument  that  the  brochures  were  de¬ 
stroyed  because  they  hadn’t  been  approved. 
She  said  it  was  “particularly  upsetting”  that 
the  Spanish-language  brochures  had  been 
destroyed  “because  there  is  a  real  clear 
need”  for  AIDS  education  materials  in 
Spanish. 

Lynn  McGowan  of  Migrant  Family 
Health  Services  in  Hendersonville,  N.C., 
agreed  with  Duvall  about  the  need  for  the 
materials.  The  organization  —  one  of  the 
three  primary  health  centers  that  serve  the 
state’s  migrant  farm  workers  —  serves  an 
area  that  can  employ  up  to  5,000  migrant 
workers  during  the  summer  and  fall  months. 
When  asked  whether  the  Spanish-language 
brochure  was  needed,  she  said 
“Absolutely.”  She  said  that  “the  incidence 
of  AIDS  among  Hispanics  [in  North 
Carolina  is  low),  we’re  doing  everything  we 
can  to  keep  it  that  way.” 

McGowan  added  that  she  had  only  seen 
the  English-language  version  of  the 
brochure,  but  that  one  of  its  strengths  as  an 
educational  tool  was  its  explicit  graphics. 
She  said  because  many  of  the  organization’s 
clients  are  illiterate  in  both  English  and 
Spanish,  clear  graphics  that  are  easy  to 
follow  are  crucial  for  those  who  can’t  read 
the  text. 

Duvall  called  the  destruction  of  the 


brochures  “another  incident  in  our  fair  state 
where  politics  are  getting  in  the  way  of  the 
education”  to  fight  AIDS.  She  said  the 
AIDS  Control  Branch  is  a  “wonderful” 
agency  that  faces  the  difficulty  of  produc¬ 
ing  effective  materials  under  the  constraints 
of  a  reactionary  state  government.  She  said 
the  existence  of  the  English-language 
brochures  in  itself  was  amazing,  “consider¬ 
ing  this  is  a  state  that  still  doesn’t  have  a 
brochure  aimed  at  gay  and  bisexual  men.” 

Jones  said  he  thinks  the  Spanish-language 
brochure  incident  might  be  a  sign  of  a  trend 
AIDS  educators  can  expect  with  the  new 
DEHNR.  “This  exacerbates  a  concern 
we’ve  had  for  a  long  time  that  the  state  is 
starting  to  clamp  down  on  the  AIDS  Con¬ 
trol  Branch,”  he  said.  Like  Duvall,  he  said 
he  thinks  the  Branch  is  constrained  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  fund  projects  that  could  be  con¬ 
sidered  “controversial.”  That  category  in¬ 
cludes  “the  kinds  of  things  that  Jesse  Helms 
doesn’t  want  to  talk  about,”  said  Jones. 

Indeed,  Helms’  re-election  bid  this  year 
might  be  playing  a  role  in  the  increasingly 
censorial  climate,  according  to  Jones  and 
others.  Jones  said  that  the  state’s 
Republican  administration  is  eager  to 
“clean  up”  the  state  so  that  Helms’  favorite 
issues  in  Congress  —  like  homosexuals  and 
AIDS  —  don’t  make  him  a  target  of 
Democratic  challengers  in  his  own  state. 

Mandy  Carter,  an  African-American  les¬ 
bian  activist  in  North  Carolina  who  is  in- 
*  volved  in  the  campaign  to  defeat  Helms, 
told  GCN  she  would  not  be  surprised  if  the 
destruction  of  the  brochure  were  part  of  an 
effort  to  crack  down  in  an  election  year.  She 
said  her  group  hopes  to  use  incidents  like 
this  to  demonstrate  how  embarrassing  an 
destructive  Helms’  attitudes  are. 

As  for  the  Spanish-language  brochure, 
Follmer  says  he’s  waiting  for  it  to  be  submit¬ 
ted  properly  before  commenting  on  its  con¬ 
tents.  Jolly  says  his  department  plans  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  same  Spanish  text,  with  “revised” 
graphics.  He  said  the  new  Spanish-language 
version  would  definitely  depict  graphically 
how  to  use  a  condom,  but  he  declined  to  say 
whether  the  graphics  would  include  any 
drawings  of  erect  penises. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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ing  for  future  development  of  cancer.  We 
can  now  predict  if  you’ll  get  cancer.”  In 
light  of  these  developments,  asked  Voltz, 
will  people  who  are  likely  to  get  cancer  “be 
the  next  to  be  excluded  from  insurance 
coverage? 

“This  begs  the  question  of  universal  ac¬ 
cess  to  health  care,”  he  continued.  “The  ob¬ 
jective  of  insurance  companies  is  to  insure 
people  who  do  not  need  insurance,  and  not 
to  insure  those  who  do,”  he  said.  “It’s  a 
game  of  profitability,  and  we  must  ask,  is 
this  a  way  people  should  be  making  a  profit, 
or  should  health  care  be  a  right?” 

The  Boston  AIDS  Consortium,  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  and 
ACT  UP/Boston  provided  the  committee 
with  additional  testimony  supporting  the 
Omnibus  AIDS  bill  and  the  groups  have  also 
been  lobbying  committee  members. 

Old  Controversy 

The  current  bill  grew  out  of  a  1987  con¬ 
troversy  involving  the  then  Commissioner 
of  Insurance,  Peter  Hiam.  Hiam  issued 
regulations  that  prohibited  insurance  com¬ 
panies  from  requiring  mandatory  HIV 
testing  for  insurance  coverage.  After 
Hiam’s  superiors  said  he  did  not  have  the 
authority  to  issue  the  regulations,  Hiam 
resigned,  stating  his  firm  belief  that  man¬ 
datory  testing  was  unethical. 

Roger  Singer  succeeded  Hiam  as  Com¬ 
missioner  and  issued  similar  regulations, 
with  one  major  exception:  the  exclusion  of 
life  insurance  coverage.  The  day  before  the 
regulations  were  to  go  into  effect,  insurance 
industry  lawyers  obtained  a  court  injunc¬ 
tion.  An  Appeals  Court  ruled  in  favor  of  the 
state,  AAC  and  the  existing  regulations.  The 
insurance  industry  then  appealed  the  matter 
to  the  Supreme  Judical  Court  (SJC),  which 
ruled  that  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance 
did  not  have  the  power  to  promulgate  these 
regulations,  but  that  the  legislature  did. 
AAC  subsequently  filed  what  has  become 
the  current  omnibus  bill.  □ 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 

•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Sixteenth 
Annual  {Ff 
national 
Women's 
music 
Festiual  ^ 


Although  music  is  on  important  part  ol  this  festival,  its  emphasis  is  on  the  broad  spectrum  of 
women's  culture  through  workshops,  special  conferences,  networking  and  seminars. 


0 


m  31  thru  June  3. 1990 

at  the  Indiana  University  Campus 
Bloomington,  Indiana 


0  All  Indoor  Festival  ^ 

0  Three  Evenings  of  Concerts 
^  0  Over  100  Workshops  including: 

•  Women  of  Color 

•  Women  &  Money  ^ 

•  Older  Women's  Series 
^  0  Writers  Conference  ^ 

0  Spirituality  Conference  4 

0  Performers  &  Producers  Series 
0  Thursday  Evening  DANCE ! 

0  Open  Mic  &  Evening  Music 
0  Craftswomen  &  Merchants 


Main  Stage  Performers: 

>  Holly  Near  •  Palty  Larkin  •  Fcrron  < 

•  Deidre  MrCalla  •  May  Sorton  • 

•  Heather  Bishop  &  Sherry  Shute  • 

•  Linda  Tillery  •  Adrienne  Torf  • 

•  Buffy  Sainte  Marie  • 

EMCEE:  Debra  Mullins 

For  more  Information  wrile 
lo  NWMf  Dept.  GCN,  P  0  Box 
H27,  Indpl's..  IN  46206  1427 
or  call:  (317)  636  738? 


Announcement 

The  Leather  Institute  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Conference 
which  will  be  held  on  July  18th,  1990  10am  -  4:45pm,  in  Washington,  DC 
seeks  speakers  and  people  interested  in  helping  out.  Topics  for  workshops 

include: 

•  legal  issues  •  media  censorship  •  medical  issues  •  therapy  and  SM 

•  “coming  out”  as  a  leatherperson  in  the  professional  arena 

•  “advanced”  issues  for  tops  and  bottoms  in  play  and  relationships 

Interested  persons  contact: 

Beth  Brown,  MD 
c/o  Pat  Califia 
POB  14154 
SF,  Ca.  94114 


Women  In  Theatre  Festival  presents 

GROWING  UP  QUEER  IN  AMERICA 

Written  and  performed  by  Chris  Cinque 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  5,  8:00PM 

“...an  hour  of  pure  delight,  funny  as  hell... full  of  nuance 
and  energy.  What  Cinque  is  doing  is  a  triumph.  ” 

Seattle  Times 

Hosted  by  C.  Walsh  Theatre  at  Suffolk  University 
55  Temple  Street,  Boston 

Tickets:  SI  I  &  $13  Outlets:  Out  of  Town  Tickets,  Harvard  Sq.  By  phone:  Concert  Charge 
497-1118  By  mail:  send  a  S.A.S.E.  to:  W.I.T.F.,  64  Wyman  Street.  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. 

Wheelchair-accessible. 

For  complete  schedule  call  524-45 76 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (bin  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1 V2  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 

Brussels . $165  OW 

Amsterdam . $180  OW 

Budapest . $289  OW 

Warsaw . $309  OW 

Hong  Kong . $440  OW 

Santiago . $466  OW 

Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to 
availability,  tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


»i< 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
*  hbalth  insurance  accepted 


Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

I  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 

at  623-7258 
for  details  and  apt. 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


Womencrafts 


•*  Across  the  street 

/ 

from  our  old  location. 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(corner/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


Who’s  there? 


Michelle  A.  Gabow’s  new  play  Knock  Knock  looks  at 
life,  death  and  a  god  named  Goodie 


Knock  Knock.  A  play  written  and  directed  by 
Michelle  A.  Gabow.  With  Nancy  Hughes,  Sophie 
Pann,  Ellen  Balis,  and  Michelle  Baxter.  At  the  Dou¬ 
ble  Edge  Theatre,  Allston,  Mass.  Fri.-Sun.  through 
March  25.  Tickets:  $8.  Info:  522-7377. 

By  Julie  Catalano 

n  the  second  act  of  Knock  Knock  —  a 
new  play  by  Michelle  A.  Gabow  —  after 
Reba,  the  central  character  and  her  now- 
dead  lover  rehash  a  time-worn  argument,  the 
lover  says  ironically,  “now  is  not  the  time.” 
-To  end  the  argument  Reba  shouts  “there’s 
never  any  time  and  before  you  know  it, 
there’s  no  time!”  as  the  other  guests,  her 
dead  grandmother  and  god  look  on  in  em- 
barassed  silence. 

While  this  is  the  biggest  understatement 
of  the  entire  script,  it  embodies  the  central 
theme  of  the  play:  at  some  time,  while  we’re 
minding  our  own  business,  inexplicably,  we 
(or  someone  we  love)  are  called  to  the 
journey  that  is  death.  And  for  both  the  dead 
and  those  left  behind  it  is  time  to  cope  with 
the  idea  of  moving  on.  Knock  Knock  is  a 
visualized  gathering  of  inner  resources 
against  death  as  omnipotent  intruder,  a 
soothing  home  remedy  for  emotional  pain 
—  chicken  soup  for  the  soul. 

The  Double  Edge  Theatre  production  — 
directed  by  the  playwright  herself  —  is  a 
wonderful  crazy  quilt  of  songs,  jokes,  tears 
and  language  resonating  in  spots  like  a  heal¬ 
ing  prayer,  chronicling  the  journey  of  death 
from  both  sides  of  the  eternal  doorway.  It  is 
the  story  of  Reba  coming  to  grips  with  the 
deaths  of  her  lover,  Lillith  Renee  Jackson, 
and  her  gradmother,  Boby  Esther,  and  how 
they  deal  with  their  own  deaths.  Goodie,  a 
somewhat  stressed  out  cigarette-smoking 
,  god,  is  endearing  but  disgruntled  (she’s  had 
it  with  “nudges”  and  “phonies”),  and  the 
guide  pushing  the  characters  to  “go  toward 
the  light.” 

The  play  does  not  back  down  from  the 
difficult  emotions  surrounding  death:  rage, 
depression,  fear,  bewilderment,  and  the 
eventual  acceptance  associated  with  the  loss 
of  a  loved  one,  or  perhaps  even  the  loss  of 
your  own  life.  But  it  is  not  a  morbid 
philosophical  meditation  on  death.  Instead 
it  has  a  lightness,  elicited  by  song  and  humor 
that  suggests  hope.  You  will  hear  every 
supersweet  or  serious  pop  song  you  ever 
knew  from  the  Supremes  to  Glen  Campbell 
about  falling  in  and  out  of  love.  All  of  the 
cast  have  wonderful  singing  voices  and 
audience  members  could  be  seen  discreetly 
foot  tapping  in  spots. 

In  the  first  act  we  are  introduced  to  the 
characters.  Lillith  Renee  Jackson  wears  a 
bright  orange  jumpsuit  with  “LRJ 
Lighting”  embroidered  on  the  back  and 
proudly  declares  that  she  is  the  “first  Black, 
woman,  licensed  electrician  in 
Massachusetts.”  Boby  Esther,  Reba’s  80- 
year-old  politicized  Yiddish  grandmother,  is 
a  poet  who  never  wrote  down  her  words. 
Reba,  the  woman  in  the  middle  between  life 
and  death,  knits  throughout  the  play.  Her 
needles  get  ever  larger  trying  to  mend,  to 
hold  together. 


The  actors  bring  their  characters  to 
believable  life  and  are  touching  in  their 
humanness.  Nancy  Hughes,  who  plays 
Lillith  Renee  Jackson,  is  a  strong  presence 
with  a  great  voice,  touching  in  her  denial 
and  eventual  acceptance  of  death.  Ellen 
Balis  plays  Reba  and  she  compellingly  wrench¬ 
es  the  audience  along  as  she  faces  her  fear 
of  being  alone  and  the  darkness  of  death. 
Sophie  Pann  is  believable  as  Reba’s  grand¬ 
mother  and  endearing  particularly  near  the 
end  when  she  petitions  Goodie  to  take  it 
easy  on  the  mortals.  She  is  speaking  for  the 
rest  of  us  when  she  says  “you’re  pushing  us 
too  hard.” 

Gabow  uses  props  creatively  as 
metaphors  to  chronicle  the  death  ex¬ 
perience.  There  is  an  ever  present  doorway 
on  wheels  that  the  characters  use  to  cross 
back  and  forth  between  the  living  and  the 
dead.  Goodie  uses  a  large  projector  to  show 
invisible  slides  of  their  lives.  The  set  design 
has  a  funhouse  feeling,  the  actors  dwarfed 
by  everyday  accoutrements  of  modern  life: 
phones,  typewriters  and  dishes  made  huge 
and  menacing. 

Although  Knock  Knock  ultimately  offers 
no  real  answers  for  the  meaning  of  death,  it 
is  a  celebration  of  love  and  all  the  stages  of 
life.  There  is  a  healing  power  in  the  way  it 
confronts  its  most  profound  subject 
matter.  □ 


Celebration 

Continued  from  page  3 

be  able  to  participate  in  the  education  of  our 
children,  which  will  be  lousy  anyway 
because  there  will  be  no  bilingual 
programs.” 

Later  in  the  afternoon,  groups  picked  up 
the  tempo.  The  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self- 
Defense  Collective  demonstrated  their 
punches  and  kicks  to  the  beat  of  a  rap  tune 
proclaiming  women’s  ability  to  fight  back 
against  attack.  The  group  was  followed  by 
the  staff  of  Women,  Inc.,  who  managed  to 
keep  their  drug  treatment  center  for  women 
open  this  year,  in  spite  of  a  financial  crisis. 
The  center’s  staff  recited  a  Maya  Angelou 
poem,  and  had  the  audience  keeping  the 
beat  with  a  pep  rally  chant  about  Women, 
Inc. 

A  political  fair  ran  concurrently  with 
other  events,  providing  opportunities  for 
groups  to  share  information.  Booksellers 
Red  Book  and  Crone’s  Harvest,  both  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  peddled  their  wares.  Other 
groups  who  sponsored  information  includ¬ 
ed  Central  America  activists,  the  Dorchester 
Women’s  Committee,  Women,  Inc.,  and 
the  Comite  de  Mujeres  Puertorriquenas. 

A  follow-up  meeting  is  planned  to  discuss 
political  strategy  for  the  Dorchester 
Women’s  Committee  and  the  women’s 
movement  in  general.  There  will  be  a  brunch 
meeting  April  21  from  1  lam  to  2pm  at  the 
Dorchester  Multi-Service  Center  in  Dor¬ 
chester.  All  are  invited. 
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SWIMMING  IN 


THE  SEA  OF  C\ 


The  following  is  a  listing  of  national  resources  for 
holistic  AIDS  treatments  including  clinics  that  offer  ser¬ 
vices  to  people  with  AIDS. 

CALIFORNIA 

Chinese  Medical  Science  Institute  at  San  Francisco  State 
College 

<223  Geary  Boulevard 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  941  IS 
(4 IS)  752-0170 
Dr.  Angela  Shen 

Oriental  Healing  Arts  Institute 
I94S  Palo  Verde  A ve„  Suite  200 
Long  Beach,  Calif.  900 IS 

Project  Inform 
347  Dolores  St.,  Suite  301 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  94110 
National:  (000)  022-7422 
CA:  (4 IS)  5SB-0M9 

(Information  packs  on  non-approved  drugs  and  alter¬ 
native  treatments.) 

Quan  Yin  Acupuncture  Clinic 
SI3  Valencia  St 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Misha  Cohen 

San  Francisco  AIDS  Alternative  Healing  Project 
SI3  Valencia  St 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  94110 
(4 IS)  550-9292 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

Green  Cross  Clinic 
1512  U  Street  NW 
Washington,  D.C.  20009 
(202)  205-0100 
Dr.  Jing  Wu 

FLORIDA 

Body  Positive  Resource  Center 
175  Northeast  30th 
Miami,  Fla.  33137 
(305)  570-1 1 1 1 

ILLINOIS 

AIDS  Alternative  Health  Project  Chicago 
3100  N.  Lincoln,  Suite  424 
Chicago,  III.  00057 
(312)  327-0844 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Central  Square  Acupuncture 
0  Bigelow 

Cambridge,  Mass.  02139 
(017)  001-2010 
Terry  Courtney 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Boston,  Mass.  02115 
(017)  207-0900 

Elizabeth  Sommers,  M.P.H.,  R.Ac. 

Holistic  Therapies  Team 

Subgroup  of  AIDS  Action  Committee,  Boston 

A.A.C.  hotline:  (017)  530-7733 

New  England  School  for  Acupuncture  AIDS  Care  Project 
YWCA  Building,  Seventh  Floor 
140  Clarendon  St. 

Boston,  Mass. 

(Project  opening  date,  April  17,  1990.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  N.E.S.A.  at  (017)  920-1780.) 

NEW  YORK 

ACT  UP  Holistic  Treatment  Caucus 
Meets  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays  of  every  month  at 
8pm  at  the  Gay  Community  Center,  208  West  13th  St 
Contacts:  Bob  Lederer,  (718)  237-0380;  Gene  Fedorko, 
(212)  242-8383. 

(Information  exchange,  activism  and  coalition-building 
in  support  of  holistic  treatments  for  AIDS/ARC.) 

Betances  Health  Clinic 
34  Gouvemeur  St 
New  York,  N.Y. 

(212)  207-7207 

(City-run  clinic  providing  acupuncture,  herbs,  nutrition, 
massage  and  biofeedback,  serving  people  with  primarily 
low-income.) 

Body  Positive  of  New  York 
203 A  West  19th  St.,  Room  107 
New  York.  N.Y.  1 00 1 1 
(212)  033-1702 

(Newsletter,  support  groups,  public  forums.) 


L*g  rang 


Acupuncture,  Chinese  Herbs 
and  HIV  Infection 


By  Liz  Galst 


Beth  Sommers  is  a  Cambridge,  Mass,  -based  acupuncturist  who  works  with  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  HIV  infection.  She’s  also  my  acupuncturist. 

I,  by  the  way,  am  not  a  person  with  HIV  infection.  Iam  a  person  with  bags  under  my 
eyes,  a  non-sleeper,  a  virtual  zombie  —  though  people  say  I  hide  it  well.  Every  week,  actual¬ 
ly,  sometimes  more  than  that,  I  go  see  Beth  and  we  try  to  drive  the  devil  insomnia  from  my 
body. 

While  I’m  lying  there,  doing  the  human  pin-cushion  thing,  we  gab.  Gab,  gab,  gab.  You 
know,  our  latest  take  on  sectarian  politics,  insights  into  the  early  days  of  the  feminist  health 
movement,  and  "Did  you  hear  Terry  Gross  tear  into  Nancy  Reagan  on  National  Public 
Radio  last  night?’’  That  kind  of  thing.  Really,  a  book  you  could  write  from  these  conversa¬ 
tions. 

Beth  likes  to  talk  a  lot  about  her  work  at  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  acupunc¬ 
ture  detox  clinic  and  about  treating  people  with  AIDS  and  HIV-related  infections.  Often  she 
has  astounding  stories  to  tell.  “A  friend,  ’’she  says,  "who  lives  in  San  Francisco,  he’s  been 
HIV-positive  for  five  years  and  his  T-cell  count  is  in  the  mid-500s.  He  attributes  it  all  to 
acupuncture  and  those  foul-tasting  Chinese  herbs.  ”  Someone  else  has  stopped  shooting 
drugs  and  started  thinking  about  safe  sex.  Success  stories. 

So  I’m  thinking,  "Who  am  I  to  hoard  this  knowledge?”  And,  voila!  This  article  appears. 
Of  course,  I  keep  hoping  I’m  gonna  soon  write  another  about  how  I  was  taken  entirely  out 
of  the  running  for  the  1990  International  Ms.  Sleep  Deprivation  title,  all  thanks  to  Beth  and 
those  hair-thin  needles  she’s  always  sticking  into  me.  But  until  then,  this  article  you  should 


read  in  good  health. 

Liz:  So,  how  does  acupuncture  work 
anyway? 

Beth:  Well,  from  a  Chinese  point  of  view,  all 
illness  results  from  energy  being  stuck  in 
your  body.  And  whether  that  energy  got 
stuck  because  you  had  an  external  injury,  or 
because  an  organ  was  weak  or  poisoned  — 
or  somehow  out  of  balance  —  it  doesn’t 
matter,  because  the  end  result  is  the  same. 
The  energy  stops  moving. 

The  meridian  charts  you  see  are  like  sub¬ 
way  maps,  maps  of  how  energy  gets  from 
one  place  to  the  other  in  the  body.  And  you 
can  actually  trace  this  energy  if  you  use  sen¬ 
sitive  electrical  or  thermal  conducting  mat¬ 
erial.  So,  thousands  of  years  before  any 
technological  devices  like  ammeters  or  ther¬ 
mometers  were  even  invented,  the  Chinese 
were  able  to  come  up  with  a  system  that 
could  determine  where  on  the  body  you 
have  access  to  points. 

I’m  going  to  get  a  little  more  Western- 
scientific  to  talk  about  that.  In  the  brain,  on 
the  cerebral  cortex,  there  are  places  that  cor¬ 
respond  with  every  outer  part  of  the  body  — 
our  limbs,  our  digits,  our  ears,  our  noses,  all 
that,  and  also  the  internal  organs.  It  turns 
out  that  when  acupuncture  is  performed  on 
the  body,  it’s  the  corresponding  part  of  the 
cerebral  cortex  that’s  also  stimulated.  It’s 
relayed  to  the  brain  via  the  central  nervous 
system.  Some  people  believe  that  the  con¬ 
nection  between  the  hypothalmus  and  the 
cerebral  cortex  explains  the  underlying 
scientific  basis  of  why  acupuncture  works. 

Other  researchers  believe  that  acupunc¬ 
ture’s  scientific  basis  has  to  do  with  em¬ 
bryology.  Originally,  we  were  all  two  little 
cells,  and  the  two  cells  divided,  into  eight, 
16,  64,  divide,  divide,  divide.  They  believe 
that  because  there  was  an  original  electrical 
and  biochemical  relationship  between  those 
two  cells,  the  connections  continue  even  as 
we  develop.  This  hypothesis  explains  why 
points  on  the  hands  or  feet  can  affect 
headaches  or  toothaches. 


There’s  been  a  lot  of  research  done  over 
the  last  30  or  40  years  to  demonstrate,  from 
a  Western  scientific  perspective,  what  acu¬ 
puncture  does  in  the  body.  There’s  elec¬ 
trochemical  responses  you  can  document. 
Neurologically,  by  stimulating  the  points 
you  can  actually  change  brain  chemistry. 
This  has  importance  in  something  like  in¬ 
somnia,  where  the  level  of  seratonin  in  a 
normal  sleep-wake  cycle  is  somehow  ir¬ 
ritated.  Acupuncture  is  something  that  can 
help  get  that  level  back  to  normal.  Also,  by 
influencing  the  brain,  acupuncture  can  even 
restore  limb  mobility  after  something  like  a 
stroke.  This  has  importance  with  something 
like  pain,  or  the  endocrine  system.  The  en¬ 
docrine  system  can  be  regulated  through  the 
use  of  acupuncture. 

When  you  do  acupuncture,  you  stimulate 
the  production  of  endorphins.  Endorphins 
are  responsible  for  pain  control  in  your 
body.  Most  of  us  produce  endorphins  all  the 
time  with  normal  activities  like  aerobic  ac¬ 
tivity.  Endorphins  are  proteins  that  mitigate 
pain  and  help  promote  a  feeling  of  relaxa¬ 
tion  and  calmness.  But  we’ve  found  out  that 
endorphins,  which  were  only  discovered 
about  15  years  ago,  play  a  much  bigger  role 
in  the  whole  symphony  of  physiology.  It 
turns  out  that  the  T-cells  (a  type  of  white 
blood  cell  that  plays  an  important  role  in  im¬ 
mune  response)  have  receptor  sites  on  the 
cell  surfaces  for  endorphins.  So,  when  en¬ 
dorphins  are  produced  in  the  body  — 
whether  its  because  somebody’s  just  run  five 
miles,  or  because  they’ve  had  acupuncture 
—  they  actually  activate  T-cells  and  help 
them  work  properly  again. 

How  do  acupuncture  and  Chinese  medicine 
work  with  the  immune  system? 

What  has  been  most  extensively  researched 
so  far  is  the  relationship  between  the  endor¬ 
phins  and  the  T-cells.  The  first  research  was 
done  in  France  in  the  late-’70s  with  people 
who  had  a  variety  of  auto-immune  prob¬ 


lems.  Some  of  them  had  certain  types  of  ar¬ 
thritis  and  rheumatism.  Some  had  what  we 
call  today  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome. 

After  treating  this  group  of  people  with 
acupuncture,  the  researchers  found  that  not 
only  did  they  all  feel  better  at  the  end  of  the 
course  of  treatments  (that  is,  less  joint  pain, 
more  mobility,  or  a  higher  level  of  energy 
and  decreased  fatigue)  but  that  they  all  had 
improved  levels  of  T-cells  and 
B-lymphocytes  (another  white  blood  cell  in¬ 
volved  in  immune  response).  This  was  really 
the  first  time  that  we  had  seen  demonstrated 
so  clearly  that  we  could  affect  blood 
chemistry  with  acupuncture.  Also,  in  terms 
of  infection,  we  know  that  acupuncture  can 
be  used  to  shorten  the  duration  of  a  fever 
and  lessen  its  intensity.  So  we’re  able  to  con¬ 
trol  a  little  better  some  of  the  symptoms 
associated  with  a  lot  of  the  viral  activity  we 
see  these  days.  But  even  more  importantly, 
we’re  able  to  get  at  the  underlying  cause  and 
normalize  the  blood  chemistry.  We  really 
want  to  work  on  both  levels. 

What  else  happens  in  acupuncture  treat¬ 
ment  of  HIV? 

Well,  basically  acupuncture  can  help  people 
with  HIV  infection  live  longer  and  minimize 
the  symptoms  they  experience.  Very  specif¬ 
ically  —  at  least  in  the  beginning  of  the  epi¬ 
demic  —  the  kind  of  symptoms  that  people 
would  appear  with  would  be  conditions  like 
night  sweats,  weight  loss,  coughs,  lowered 
resistance,  lymphadenopathy,  and  some¬ 
times  insomnia.  We  found  that  from  a 
symptomatic  point  of  view,  the  acupuncture 
was  able  to  ameliorate  a  lot  ot  these  condi¬ 
tions.  There  are  points  that  specifically  ad¬ 
dress  night  sweats,  for  instance,  that  you 
can  use.  And  we  found  after  a  little  more 
time  treating  people  with  HIV  infection  they 
might  still  develop  something  like  pneumo- 
cystis  carinii  pneumonia,  but  it  wouldn’t  be 
as  severe  or  last  as  long.  So  they  could  get 
out  of  the  hospital  more  quickly  and  if  they 
had  a  repeated  bout  of  something  like  that, 
we  could  control  it  a  little  bit  better. 

At  that  point  in  time  —  we’re  talking 
about  the  early-’80s  —  there  really  wasn’t  a 
lot  of  research  available.  Acupuncturists 
weren’t  yet  talking  to  each  other  about  the 
importance  of  what  we  were  doing.  But  we 
did  think  what  we  were  doing  had  value  for 
our  clients,  so  we  kept  doing  it.  It  was  prob¬ 
ably  about  1984-85  that  some  researchers  in 
the  U.S.  and  Belgium  first  noted  that  the  en¬ 
dorphins  by  themselves  affected  the  immune 
systems  of  individuals  with  cancer  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  AIDS.  Individual  acupunctur¬ 
ists  around  the  country  were  noticing  that 
some  of  our  clients  were  doing  better  than 
their  prognosis  might  indicate.  On  a  subjec¬ 
tive  level,  many  were  feeling  better.  They 
were  not  getting  as  sick,  they  were  getting 
out  of  the  hospital  more  quickly  and  the 
quality  of  their  lives  was  better.  Across  the 
board,  PWAs  who  were  receiving  acupunc¬ 
ture  would  say  “You  know,  I  just  feel  more 
in  control,”  because  acupuncture  is 
something  that  really  involves  the  mind, 
body  and  spirit.  It’s  not  like  going  to  the  car 
wash.  You  become  more  active  in  your  own 
healing  process.  A  lot  of  changes  happen, 
even  in  the  way  that  one  thinks  about  one’s 
own  illness. 

And  so,  as  soon  as  people  could  start  feel¬ 
ing  a  bit  better,  they  felt  more  empowered, 
and  it  led  them  to  think  ‘  ‘Oh,  I  can  do  a  little 
more  for  my  health.”  I  mean,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  epidemic  people  believed  there 
was  going  to  be  a  vaccine  around  the  corner, 
that  there  was  going  to  be  a  magic  bullet 
somewhere.  But  as  the  epidemic  progressed, 
it  was  clear  that  was  not  going  to  happen.  So 
there  was  a  whole  increase  in  the  level  of 
despair.  But  people  who  were  pursuing 
some  kind  of  wholistic  alternatives  from  a 
self-help  perspective  were  doing  something 
about  their  health.  Even  if  what  they  were 
doing  was  only  acquiring  a  language  to  ask 
“How  can  I  take  care  of  myself?” 

That’s  one  of  the  differences  between 
wholistic  care  and  Western  health  care.  You 
don’t  just  go  to  a  health  care  provider,  have 
something  done  to  you  and  leave.  Acupunc¬ 
ture  and  other  wholistic  methods  really  in¬ 
volve  sharing  power  and  demystifying  the 
medical  experience,  de-medicalizing  it.  The 
important  part  is  that  the  person  receiving 
treatment  has  control  over  the  process. 

Is  that  a  function  of  the  acupuncture? 

It’s  not  a  function,  per  se,  but  it  seems  to  be 
part  of  the  process.  Because  we’re  working 
on  a  physiological  level  and  a  neurophysio- 


logical  level  —  with  the  brain  and  with  the 
mind  —  and  normalizing  factors  that  are 
not  in  sync  with  each  other.  We’re  not  only 
saying  you  can  experience  less  coughing  but 
also  your  mind  will  be  more  calm,  so  that  if 
you  do  start  coughing,  you’ll  know  some 
first  aid  to  do  for  yourself  and  you  won’t  im¬ 
mediately  feel  out  of  control. 

What  about  Chinese  herbs? 

Chinese  herbs  also  have  a  very  long  history 
of  use  and  a  more  recent  history  of  physio¬ 
logical  research  about  how  they  work.  Just 
as  we’ve  been  able  to  document  a  lot  of  the 
very  specific  effects  of  acupuncture  on  the 
immune  system,  the  research  on  Chinese 
herbs  has  shown  that  we  can  affect  the 
T-cells,  we  can  affect  other  white  blood 
cells,  we  affect  interferon,  we  affect  the 
whole  neuropeptide  messenger  system.  This 
is  not  to  say  that  acupuncture  is  a  cure  for 
HIV.  Chinese  medicine  enters  from  the 
perspective  of  strengthening  your  constitu¬ 
tional  energy.  So  acupuncture  and  Chinese 
herbs  boost  whatever  basic  energy  a  person 
has  and  maximize  someone’s  resistance  to 
disease. 

It’s  very  much  unlike  the  Western  medical 
model,  which  is  really  a  war,  a  battle  against 
the  virus.  Chinese  medicine  takes  a  much 
different  point  of  view.  It  says  “Instead  of 
using  all  of  this  energy  to  fight  something, 
acupuncture  builds  the  essential  energy  so 
that  the  body  is  strong  enough  to  withstand 
these  outside  influences.”  The  idea  is  to 
build  up  the  essence  so  the  body  can  take 
care  of  itself.  The  forte  of  Chinese  medicine 
is  really  health  maintainence.  The  forte  of 
Western  medicine  is  trauma  medicine. 
Western  medicine  has  been  developed  in 
battlefields  everywhere  on  the  planet,  it’s 
sad  to  say. 

How  does  Chinese  medicine  work  in  con¬ 
junction  with  treatments  like  anti-viral 
drugs? 

A  lot  of  people  use  both  Western  medical 
therapy  and  Chinese  medicine  in  a  com¬ 
plementary  fashion.  I  have  felt  it  would 
really  be  unethical  of  me  to  say  to  people 
“Don’t  take  AZT”  or  “Avoid  Western 
medicine.”  I  wouldn’t  say  that,  and  I  don’t 
think  most  colleagues  involved  in  Chinese 
medicine  would  ever  say  anything  like  that. 
But  again,  the  focus  of  our  treatments  is  to 
build  the  body’s  essences.  So  whatever  kind 
of  anti-virals  or  other  chemotherapy  people 
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are  using,  their  basic  energy  becomes  a  little 
bit  stronger  so  they  can  better  utilize  the 
chemotherapy  they’ve  decided  to  use. 

Often  times,  there  are  side  effects 
associated  with  the  chemotherapy,  too.  And 
generally,  Chinese  medicine  works  pretty 
well  to  minimize  common  problems  like 
nausea  and  flu-like  symptoms. 

You  also  work  using  acupuncture  for  detox¬ 
ing  people  with  substance  abuse  problems. 
What’s  the  role  of  that  in  dealing  with  the 
AIDS  epidemic? 

Using  acupuncture  for  detox  has  impor¬ 
tance  in  a  number  of  ways.  If  someone  is  ad¬ 
dicted  and  also  HIV-positive,  they  have  two 
big  monkeys  on  their  back.  And  everyone 
knows  that  you  have  to  start  somewhere. 
Addictions  are  difficult,  as  we  all  know,  but 
they  can  be  something  that  is  manageable. 
Many  drugs  also  have  a  depressing  effect  on 
the  immune  system.  This  is  the  last  thing 
that  somebody  with  HIV  infection  needs, 
one  other  drain  on  the  immune  system.  So 
the  acupuncture  detox  can  help  with  initial 
withdrawal  and  help  prevent  relapse  into  ad¬ 
diction  because  the  person  will  have  fewer 
cravings  and  go  through  the  continuing 
sobriety  process  a  little  more  easily.  Also, 
because  they  are  receiving  acupuncture, 
their  general  level  of  health  improves  as 
well. 

Acupuncture  detox  is  being  used  around 
the  country  to  prevent  relapse.  For  a  lot  of 


people  living  with  stress  —  in  a  world  that  is 
homophobic  and  misogynist  and  genocidal 
—  the  temptations  to  block  it  all  out  with 
substances  are  everywhere.  So  whatever  we 
can  do  to  prevent  relapse  is  going  to  help  all 
of  us  to  be  healthier  as  a  group.  At  the  Fen¬ 
way,  where  I  work  in  the  detox  program,  we 
talk  about  “maintaining  sobriety,  taking 
positive  steps  for  your  health.” 

A  study  was  done  to  track  crack  users 
who  had  gone  through  a  court-mandated 
detox  program  at  the  Lincoln  Hospital 
detox  program  in  the  Bronx.  Lincoln 
Hospital  is  really  the  model  for  all  acupunc¬ 
ture  detox  programs  in  the  country.  A  year 
after  the  people  had  been  through  it,  76  per¬ 
cent  of  their  urine  samples  were  drug-free. 
Generally  we  learned  from  other  chemical 
dependency  programs,  that  if  you  have  25 
percent  clean  urine  samples  after  a  year,  you 
think  you’re  doing  a  great  job.  So  76  percent 
was  really  mind  boggling. 

Acupuncture  by  itself  is  not  a  miracle  by 
any  means,  but  it’s  part  of  an  integrated  ap¬ 
proach  to  substance  abuse.  And  it’s  good  if 
we  can  get  people  healthier  so  they  can  deal 
with  other  issues  in  their  lives  like  their  HIV 
, status. 

Also,  a  lot  of  people  taking  aerosolized 
pentamidine  who  are  smokers  won’t  be  able 
to  get  the  full  benefits  of  the  treatments  and 
the  smoke  will  irritate  the  lungs.  So  we’re 
really  encouraging  people  who  smoke  and 
take  AP  to  consider  cutting  down  on  smok¬ 
ing  by  receiving  acupuncture. 

It  seems  like,  throughout  the  country  on  a 
local  level,  there’s  some  government  sup¬ 
port  for  detox  studies  involving  acupunc¬ 
ture.  Is  there  any  federal  support  for  trials 
involving  HIV  and  acupuncture? 

1  don’t  know  of  any  federally  sponsored 
trials  right  now.  But  I  hope  the  funding  will 
come  through  if  people  demand  it  and  con¬ 
tinually  show  up  at  the  government’s 
doorstep  saying  “This  is  what  we  need.” 

Racism,  or  if  you  want  to  call  it  “cultural 
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‘With  acupuncture,  you  can 
feel  things  almost 


immediately 

Bill,  one  of  Beth  Sommers’  clients,  is  a 
32-year-old  gay  man  who’s  lived  in 
Boston  for  10  or  12  years.  He  was 
diagnosed  with  ARC  last  June.  At  the  time 
Bill  found  out  he  was  seropositive  he  was 
working  more  than  full  time  as  a  menswear 
designer  in  Boston,  but  since  then,  he’s 
become  an  office  worker  in  order  to  get  bet¬ 
ter  health  insurance. 


Liz:  How  did  you  get  involved  in  using 
Chinese  herbs  and  acupuncture  to  treat  your 
HIV  infection? 

Bill:  Well,  I’  ve  always  been  interested  in 
alternative  medicine.  How  I  got  introduced 
to  Chinese  medicine  specifically  was  I  had  a 
friend  who  was  going  to  a  Chinese  doctor  — 
Dr.  Wong  —  because  he  had  a  lot  of  sinus 
infections,  something  a  lot  of  people  with 
HIV  have.  So  I  started  going  because  I  had 
developed  so  much  liver  congestion  that  I 
couldn’t  do  sit-ups  without  it  being  either 
uncomfortable  or  actually  painful. 

Also,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  I’d  seen 
Beth  Sommers  give  a  demonstration  for 
Positive  Directions,  which  is  a  group  for 
people  who  are  HIV-positive.  I  really 
wanted  to  start  seeing  her  or  someone  else, 
but  I  was  deep  in  debt,  and  I  couldn’t  afford 
•it.  I  didn’t  start  seeing  her  until  August, 
when  I  started  going  twice  a  month. 

Doing  the  Chinese  medicine  was  part  of 
lots  of  changes  I  was  making  in  my  life 
because  of  my  HIV  status.  I  started  making 
changes  in  my  diet,  moving  towards 
vegetarianism.  I  got  a  job  where  I  had  better 
health  insurance  and  I  started  trying  to  get 
my  work  life  to  a  point  where  I  feel  like 
everything’s  in  place.  I’ve  been  trying  to 
work  out  in  a  gym.  I  make  sure  that  I  get  a 
lot  of  rest  and  I  don’t  do  things  I  would  have 
done  in  the  past  because  I  know  that  it’s  in 
my  interest  not  to  push  myself. 

Also  I  tried  some  things  I’d  read  about  in 
AIDS  Treatment  News,  like  hypericin, 
which  is  an  extract  from  St.  John’s  Wort. 

Have  you  also  tried  Western  medical  in¬ 
terventions? 

Of  the  medicines  available,  I  tried  AZT  in 
June  and  didn’t  do  well  on  that  at  the  time. 
I’ve  just  started  on  that  again.  But  AZT 


makes  it  hard  for  me  to  sleep  and  I  also  run 
out  of  energy  when  I’m  on  it,  like  my  bat¬ 
teries  have  just  died.  In  the  middle  of  mak¬ 
ing  dinner  I’ll  have  to  stop  and  go  rest. 

I  didn’t  try  AZT  when  I  first  found  out  I 
was  HIV  positive.  I  had  a  real  big  phobia 
about  it.  And  it’s  really  expensive.  The  in¬ 
surance  plan  I  somehow  managed  to  get 
myself  on  when  I  was  self-employed  still  has 
not  paid  for  my  AZT  from  last  summer.  I 
still  owe  all  this  money  for  it. 

I’d  really  like  to  try  DDL  I’d  also  like  to 
try  Compound  Q  when  that  comes  around. 

How  effective  were  the  Chinese  herbal 
treatments? 

The  Chinese  medicine  really  helped  me.  I 
noticed  a  tremendous  difference  within  4-6 
months  of  going  to  Dr.  Wong  for  treatment. 
A  lot  of  the  symptoms  I  was  having,  like  the 
liver  pain,  went  away.  But  meanwhile,  I’d 
been  losing  a  lot  of  weight.  I  lost  like  35 
pounds,  and  I  couldn’t  get  it  back  on.  I  was 
having  a  lot  of  appetite  trouble. 

Being  in  therapy  has  also  made  a  tremen¬ 
dous,  tremendous  difference  for  me.  It’s 
probably  been  the  biggest  thing  in  helping 
me  stay  afloat.  Because  I  really  believe  that 
there’s  no  division  between  the  mind  and  the 
body.  To  live  with  HIV  you  have  to 
acknowledge  that,  and  figure  out  what  that 
means  for  you  individually. 

I’ve  gotten  involved  in  meditation  and  I 
use  visualizations  and  stuff  like  that.  But 
I’m  not  going  to  jump  on  everything  that’s 
out  there,  because  there’s  a  million  things 
you  can  do  to  try  and  heal  yourself.  I  tried 
doing  a  macrobiotic  diet  and  (a)  I  just  don’t 
have  the  discipline  to  do  it  and  (b)  I’ve  pro¬ 
bably  never  been  as  depressed  as  I  was  when 
I  was  eating  that  food.  It’s  bland  and  color¬ 
less.  But  I  had  a  roommate  who  was 
seropositive  and  he’s  eating  macrobiotic  and 
it’s  just  done  incredible  things  for  him. 

When  you  were  diagnosed  with  ARC  last 
summer,  how  did  you  react? 

Well,  I  had  a  hard  time  with  that  because 
even  though  I  had  a  mild  case  of  PCP,  get¬ 
ting  PCP  had  always  been  the  threshold  in 
my  mind  from  merely  being  infected  to  hav¬ 
ing  full-blown  AIDS.  So  that  was  tough  for 
me  to  deal  with.  At  exactly  the  time  I  got 
sick,  my  family  in  Virginia  had  its  first  fami¬ 
ly  reunion,  and  I  mean  this  thing  was  huge. 
They  had  a  booklet  printed  with  this  family 
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Health  Education  AIDS  Liaison,  (HEAL) 

(group  discussion  of  current  alternative  therapies) 

Wed.,  8pm,  Cay  Community  Center, 

20*  West  1 3th  St,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Hotline:  (212)  074-HOPE 

Hilman  Health  Center 
10  E.  1 6th  St 
New  York,  N.Y. 

(212)  124-7744  x252 

(Public  acupuncture  clinic,  Tuesdays  only.) 

Holistic  Connections  Network 
P.O.  Box  110 
New  York,  N.Y.  10270 
(710)  204-5048 
Carola  Burroughs 

(Information  and  referrals  for  holistic  therapies.) 

Lincoln  Hospital  Acupuncture  Clinic 
241  E.  140th  St 
Bronx,  N.Y.  I04S4 
(212)  112-2100 

Michael  Smith,  M.D.,  D.Ac. 

Manhattan  Center  For  Living 
704  Broadway  (Third-Great  Jones) 

2rd  Floor 

New  York,  NY  10002 
(212)  522-2550 

(Support  groups,  services,  and  counseling  for  PWAs,  co¬ 
founded  by  Louise  Hay  and  Marianne  Wilson.) 

Stuyvesant  Polyclinic 
122  Second  Ave. 

New  York,  N.Y. 

(212)  674-0220 

(A  private  acupuncture  clinic  affiliated  with  Cabrini 
Hospital.) 

OREGON 

The  Hooper  Foundation 
Portland,  Oreg. 

(502)  221-4066 
David  Eisen 

Institute  of  Traditional  Medicine  and  Preventive  Health 
Care 

2442  S.E.  Sherman 
Portland,  Oreg.  17214 
(800)  544-7504 

Subhuti  Dharmananda,  Ph.D. 

TEXAS 

Austin  Immune  Health  Clinic 
St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church 
1206  West  Lynn  St. 

Austin,  Tex.  78762 
(512)  472-2752 
Brian  McKenna 

EFFECTS  OF  ACUPUNCTURE  ON 
IMMUNE  FUNCTION 

Decreased  fever  response 
Increased  antibody  production 
Increased  resistance  to  inflammation 
Decreased  time  of  cellular  effusion 
Decreased  time  of  response  to  bacterial  cells 
Bacteriocidal 

Increased  lymph  circulation 

Stimulated  phagocytic  function  of  RES 

Increased  opsonin  production 

Normalized  T/B  lymphocytes 

Modulated  function  of  neutrophils  and  macrophages 

Increased  immunosurveillance  (NK  cells) 

Activation  of:  mast  cells,  cGMP,  IgG  and  other  im¬ 
munoglobulins,  interferon,  interleukin,  lym- 
phokines,  platelets. 

HERBAL  EFFECTS  ON  THE 
IMMUNE  SYSTEM 

Increase  leukocyte  production  — 
astragalus,  ligustrum,  cinnamon 
Increase  monocyte  production  — 
glycyrrhiza  glabra 
Increase  phagocytosis  — 
astragalus,  chrysanthemum,  rehmannia 
Increase  T-cell  production  — 
epimedium,  panax 

Promote  transformation  of  lymphocytes  — 
peony,  angelica,  rehmannia 
Interferon  production  — 
astragalus,  stephania 

Activation  and  multiplication  of  antibodies  — 
astragalus,  ligusticum 
Anti-viral  activity  — 
glycyrrhizin,  hypericin 
Production  or  activation  of:  immunoglobulins 
red  blood  cells 
cell-mediated  immunity 

RESOURCES 

‘Acupuncture  —  A  Comprehensive  Text’ 

J.  O'Connor  and  D.  Bensky,  eds. 

Eastland  Press,  1181 

‘Enkephalins  and  Endorphins:  Stress  and  the  Immune 
System’ 

N.  Plotnikoff,  ed. 

Plenum  Press,  1186 

"Opioid  Peptides  and  Opioid  Receptors  in  Cells  of 
the  Immune  System” 

N.E.S.  Sibinga  et  al. 

‘Annual  Review  of  Immmology’  1188;  6:211-41 

"Opioid  Peptides:  Do  they  have  immunological  significance?" 
K  Teschemacher  and  L  Schweigerer 
Trends  in  Pharmacological  Science'  1985;  6:268 


‘Chinese  Herbal  Therapies  for  Immune  Disorders' 
S.  Dharmananda 

Institute  for  Traditional  Medicine,  1988 


Support  Group  for 
LESBIAN  SURVIVORS  OF  RAPE 


Now  forming  at  the 
Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis 
Center.  The  group  will 
focus  on  long-term  healing 
from  sexual  assault.  Held 
Weds,  evenings  beginning 
in  late  March. 


If  interested  in  joining  call  the 
center  at  492-7273. 


e  a  a  © 'Y  a 


24  HOUR  UVE  ACTION! 


1  *900*999*8500 

Just  75*  a  minute 


($1  50  tor  1st  min ) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mall  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


_ i. 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


HANG  OUT. 


Try  our  new  demo  number:  617-262-7272 


Now  available 
"We  are  Family" 
produced  by 
Aimee  Sands 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


HfiffWBQKiKsl 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 


in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon  "  T  <0  9,  Sun  12  9 

■ 

■  x-xx 

TAX  PREPARATION 

Electronic 
wing 
Guarantees 
Receipt  of 
Your  Refund 

In 

Less  Than 
Three  Weeks! 

\  Proudly  serving  the 
I  Gay  Community 

feillillilligil 

MAXIMIZE  YOUR  REFUND! 
MINIMIZE  YOUR  TAXES! 

•  Individual  •  Partnership  •  Corporate 

•  Year-round  guidance  and  planning 

•  Convenient  evening  and  weekend  appointments 

•  Reasonable  Rates  -  Professional  service 

Datavantage,  Inc.  Hank  Gold 

552  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston  247-1283 

SEX,  DATING  AND 
INTIMACY 

IN  THE  AGE  OF  AIDS 
A  Workshop  For  Gay  Men 

(with  Michael  Shemoff  author  oj  Hot.  Horny  &  Healthy) 


What  do  you  want  from  another  man? 

Are  you  getting  what  you  want 
from  the  men  in  your  life? 

How  has  the  health  crisis  affected  what  you 
want  and  need? 

Spend  the  day  making  new  friends  and  have  a  good  time 
playing  with  us  as  we  address  this  serious  topic. 

Saturday,  March  24,  10AM  until  6PM 

Arlington  Street  Church.  355  Boylston  St.  (Basement) 

(You  must  be  prompt  -  latecomers  will  not  be  admitted) 
Space  is  limited  so  please  call  to  make  a  reservation: 
(617)437-6200.  ext.  298 

GAY  MALE  EDUCATION  AT  WORK 

presented  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  of  Massachusetts 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RNO) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACCOUNTINGTr  AXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY,  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston,  So.  End: 

(617)  730-4103 
North  Shore: 
(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 
SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGrTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway, 

Cambridge 

(617)868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/Parts/Work- 

epace 

BOO  KKEEPINGTr  AXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  •Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)292-6415 
BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 
LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 
DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  & 
ASSOCIATES 
Software,  Hardware 
Networks,  Trouble¬ 
shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONWEALTH, 

INC. 

42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington,  MA 
(617)646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186V4  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-4488 
STEPHEN 
HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ ACO A,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH 

ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-6110 

Insurance  Accepted 

Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6014  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  M  A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 
HAIR  SALONS 
B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair,  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed.-Fri.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 

Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 
NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 
LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)367-0414 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  x  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 
BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

Warwick,  Rl 

839  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L's 
Preferred 

Call  Pat,  (401)  461-3240 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 
ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 
UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

Su.  12-6 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stocks, 

Bonds,  and  more 
$1 20/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA  01778 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 
TYPESETTING 
GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 
SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
S  Polarity 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-09C0 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
W  8  PM-1  AM.  Th.  4 
PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM, 
Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 
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bias  or  misunderstanding,”  has  gotten  in 
the  way  of  federal  support  for  studies  on  the 
effects  of  acupuncture  and  other  non- 
Western  medicine  in  the  treatment  of  HIV. 

Are  there  national  networks  of  acupunc¬ 
turists  who  work  with  people  with  HIV  in¬ 
fection? 

One  has  evolved,  not  one  with  a  specific 
name  or  identity  as  such,  but  through  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Founda¬ 
tion.  The  Foundation  has  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  where  a  lot  of  the  acupuncturists 
from  different  areas  have  started  to  meet 
each  other  and  share  information.  On  the 
West  Coast,  there  is  a  study  looking  at  the 
effect  of  Chinese  herbs.  Almost  a  thousand 
people  have  gone  through  that  program. 
They’re  using  herbal  formulas  put  together 
by  the  Institute  for  Traditional  Medicine  in 
Oregon.  Some  of  us  here  in  Boston  have 
been  using  these  formulas  as  well,  and  we 
are  beginning  to  evaluate  their  efficacy. 

So  evaluation  is  being  done,  but  it’s  not 
being  done  with  any  government  support. 
But  it’s  certainly  a  demand  we  can  make. 
We’re  seeing  long-term  survivors  using 
Chinese  medicine.  A  friend  with  AIDS  who 
uses  acupuncture  had  a  special  celebration 
at  New  Year’s  because  when  he  was  diag¬ 
nosed  he  was  told  that  he  had  only  an  eight 
percent  chance  of  reaching  1990!  And  here 
he  is  today,  alive  qnd  working.  That’s  really 
something  to  celebrate.  When  we  reach  out 
and  talk  to  people  who  are  using  all  kinds  of 
wholistic  therapies,  we  see  that  they  are  de¬ 
fying  the  odds,  and  this  isn’t  just  random 
circumstance. 

At  the  Fenway  we’re  collecting  informa¬ 
tion  on  types  of  complimentary  or  wholistic 
therapies  people  with  HIV  infection  are  us¬ 
ing  in  addition  to  chemotherapy.  We  think 
it’s  an  area  that  merits  serious  investigation. 

I  think  that  all  of  us,  as  AIDS  activists, 
need  to  demand  humane  trials.  Just  as  we’ve 
said  “no”  to  sugar  pills  and  other  placebo 
studies,  we  can  say  “yes”  to  the  variety  of 
therapies  which  seem  to  be  making  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  people’s  lives. 

Can  you  explain  the  economics  of  acupunc¬ 
ture? 

You  know,  needles  are  very  cheap,  you  can 
get  them  for  about  six  cents  apiece.  They’re 
very  portable,  they  don’t  involve  high 
technology.  And  because  acupuncture 
doesn’t  involve  big  intervention,  like 
surgery,  it’s  not  very  expensive. 

Well,  it’s  not  like  having  to  pay  for  a  CA  T 
scan. 

Right,  it’s  not  like  having  to  pay  for  a  big 
machine  that  you’re  going  to  have  to  sub¬ 
sidize  for  the  next  20  years.  The  way  we 
diagnose  things  in  Chinese  medicine  in¬ 
volves  taking  the  pulses.  By  checking  the 
pulses  at  the  radial  artery  of  each  wrist  a 
practitioner  can  get  extensive  information 
about  all  the  major  organs  in  the  body.  It’s 
quite  different  from  the  means  of  diagnosis 
in  this  country.  So  both  the  means  of 
diagnosis  and  the  means  of  treatment  are 
quite  inexpensive. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  practitioners 
who  will  visit  people  in  their  homes  or  in  the 
hospital,  they  make  housecalls  for  people. 
So  that  makes  treatment  much  more  accessi¬ 
ble.  The  AIDS  Care  Project  of  the  New 
England  School  of  Acupuncture  is  also 
opening  a  sliding-scale  clinic  in  May  at  the 
Boston  YWCA  on  Clarendon  St. 

What  about  insurance  reimbursement  and 
Medicaid  reimbursement  for  treatments? 

Medicaid  has  just  begun  covering  acupunc¬ 
ture  for  detox.  It’s  really  a  major  step  for¬ 
ward  and  we’re  all  very  gratified  by  it. 
Medicaid  right  now  does  not  cover  acupunc¬ 
ture  for  general  medical  purposes.  But  there 
are  probably  about  30  or  40  companies  in 
Mass,  who  do  reimburse  for  acupuncture 
treatments.  So  if  people  are  interested  they 
should  just  get  in  touch  with  their  insurance 
representative  or  their  personnel  person  at 
work.  There  is  a  lot  of  coverage  available,  a 
tremendous  change  over  the  last  ten  years. 
When  I  was  first  starting  to  practice,  no  one 
covered  acupuncture.  Now  acupuncture  is 
really  in  the  process  of  establishing  itself  as  a 
legitimate  form  of  medicine  in  this  country.  □ 


Bill 

Continued  from  page  9 

tree  that  went  back  like  six,  seven  genera¬ 
tions.  It  was  a  big  deal  and  I  had  to  be 
wheeled  onto  the  plane.  I  arrived  home 
looking  really  haggard,  and  I’d  lost  a  lot  of 
weight. 

It  was  also  hard  because  I  had  done  a  lot 
of  stuff  in  between  the  time  I  found  out  I 
was  HIV-positive  and  my  ARC  diagnosis 
that  I  hoped  would  keep  me  healthier. 

What  things  have  changed  in  your  life  since 
then  ? 

I’ve  actively  sought  to  have  more  of  a 
spiritual  life  for  myself  because  that’s  really 
helped  me  to  see  a  future.  It’s  also  helped 
build  a  bridge  between  me  and  my  family 
because  I  come  from  a  pretty  religious 
African-American  background  and  I  — 
even  though  I  felt  like  I  could  have  chosen 
any  kind  of  spiritual  path  —  tuned  into 
something  a  little  more  traditional  just  so  I 
could  have  a  language  to  communicate, 
especially  with  my  mother  because  that’s  im¬ 
portant  for  her. 

Another  thing  that’s  changed  is  that  last 
winter,  the  Chinese  medicine  really  started 
to  kick  in.  I  think  in  a  month  I  must  have 
gained  twenty  pounds  back.  So,  I’ve  been 
staying  with  that.  I’m  sort  of  at  a  plateau 
right  now.  And  basically  I’m  doing  okay  for 
now.  I’m  looking  forward  to  getting  a  dif¬ 
ferent  job  and  playing  music. 

Can  you  talk  more  specifically  about  how 
the  acupuncture  has  helped? 

Well,  with  the  acupuncture,  you  can  feel 
things  almost  immediately.  Like  if  I  felt  like 
my  kidneys  were  being  really  hyperactive,  I 
could  tell  a  difference  within  the  next  couple 
of  days  after  a  treatment.  The  acupuncture 
gives  me  a  lot  of  help  with  sinus  congestion. 
It’s  also  wonderful  for  stress  reduction. 
When  I  roll  in  there  on  Friday  and  Beth  puts 
those  needles  in,  1  almost  fall  asleep  on  the 
treatment  table.  I  haven’t  had  my  T-Cells 
checked  since  last  June,  so  1  don’t  know 
where  all  that  is,  but  I  suspect  that  they’ve 
gone  way  up.  But  it’s  hard  to  say  exactly 
how  effective  the  acupuncture  treatments 
are  unless  you  have  those  tests  done.  My 
hemoglobin  has  come  up  over  the  last  three 
or  four  months,  and  I’d  been  anemic  for  a 
good  three  years  or  so.  I  tend  to  put  that  on 
the  Chinese  medicine  and  the  acupuncture. 

I  seem  to  have  a  lot  of  trouble  with 
dehydration,  and  they  relate  that  to  kidney 
abnormality.  That’s  gotten  better  and  got¬ 
ten  worse.  I  really  don’t  depend  on  Western 
medicine  for  much  relief  from  those  kinds 
of  things.  Also  the  acupuncture  has  really 
helped  me  when  I’ve  had  trouble  sleeping. 

One  of  the  things  that  Beth ’s  talked  about  is 
that  people  who  start  using  acupuncture  and 
Chinese  medicine  start  to  have  a  different 
outlook  on  their  illness.  Have  you  ex¬ 
perienced  that? 

Very  much  so,  1  mean,  I  talk  about  this  a  lot 
with  my  therapist.  Because  his  whole  way  of 
having  his  clients  deal  with  AIDS  is  that 
AIDS  is  just  a  manifestation  of  all  this  other 
stuff  that’s  gone  on  in  your  life  and  you  real¬ 
ly  need  to  look  at  it.  You  do  have  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  change  your  mind,  the  way  that 
you  look  at  life  and  the  way  you  look  at 
yourself,  everything.  People  do  tremendous 
things  with  that.  I  feel  like  I  have  this  virus 
but  it’s  not  just  going  to  take  over  and  kill 
me  unless  I  allow  it  too.  I  freak  out  when  I 
see  friends  of  mine  die  because  they  didn’t 
want  to  look  at  their  lives  and  change  some 
of  the  things  in  their  lives.  I  know  1  have 
power  to  control  how  I  deal  with  this  illness. 

Chinese  medicine  did  not  start  working 
for  me  overnight.  It  took  me  a  year  to  start 
gaining  weight  back,  and  that  was  really 
tough  for  me.  But  that  reinforces  the  idea 
that  you  make  your  little  daily  deposits  and 
later  on  you  start  getting  a  return,  but  you 
have  to  start  to  do  that. 

I  think  that  having  ARC,  or  having 
AIDS,  really  calls  upon  you  to  start  looking 
at  your  life  and  the  ways  you  don’t  take  care 
of  yourself  and  start  changing  some  of  that 
stuff.  For  me,  Chinese  medicine  is  definitely 
an  important  part  of  that.  □ 

Liz  Galst  says  acupuncture  doesn’t  really 
hurt,  not  like  having  your  ears  pierced,  or 
any  other  part  of  you  pierced,  though  she 
wouldn ’t  know  about  that  kind  of  thing. 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes 

WOMEN!!!! 

Finally,  a  women’s  dating  service.  Owned  and  operated 
exclusively  by  women  for  women.  Now  in  the  New 
England  area,  call  today:  Sapphire  Dreams, 
1-800-244-9298. _ (38) 

SOLO  SEX.  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 
Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms 
(without  physical  stimulation).  Maximum  Intensity  and 
Potency,  Altered  Sexual  States.  Physical,  mental  health 
through  ecstatic  self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by 
recognized  authority.  Detailed  instructions,  illustra¬ 
tions,  208  pages.  $16.95  to  TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Air- 
porl  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN,  Mobile,  Al.  36608.  (38) 

2  sardonic,  moderately  witty,  late  30-ish,  bright  women 
wish  companions  for  dinner  and  conversation  (only)  — 
light  to  serious.  Various  interests  including  politics 
(feminist  and  otherwise),  crackpot  theories,  humor, 
puns.  Must  be  able  to  at  least  tolerate  cigarette  smoke 
and  pets,  GCN  Box  386. _ (35) 

INTELLIGENT  STUD 

WM  53  5’1I  chunky  smooth  good  looking  seeks  steady 
greek -active  lover  companion  18-33  with  good  mind  and 
body  to  share  bed,  home,  life.  No  reciprocation.  No 
drugs.  BMC,  Box  2817,  Boston.  MA  02101 _ (38) 

KISS  OF  MINT! 

Whoever  you  are:  thanks  for  the  donation,  although  I 
generally  prefer  my  condoms  stuffed.  Har,  har.  GCN 
Box  358.  (36) 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

TAX  RESISTERS 

Looking  to  talk  to  gay  and  lesbian  tax  resisters  for  upcoming 
story.  Please  send  a  postcard  to  Read  at  GCN  or  call 
617/423-0942.  Deadline  March  23. _ (36) 

GREENHAM  WOMEN 

British  historian  (and  past  Greenham  resident)  would  like  to 
interview  women  who  lived  at  or  were  involved  in  the 
Greenham  Women’s  Peace  Camp.  If  you’re  interested,  please 
contact  Sasha  Roseneil  c/o  Galst,  1  St.  Gerard  Terrace,  Apt. 
I ,  Cambridge,  MA  02140  by  April  15th. _ (35) 

SOLO  SEX:  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 
Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms  (without 
physical  stimulation),  Maximum  Intensity  and  Potency, 
Altered  Sexual  States.  Phsyical,  mental  health  through  ecstatic 
self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by  recognized  authority. 
Detailed  instructions,  illustrations,  208  pages.  $16.95  to 
TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Airport  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN, 
Moblie,  Al.  36608. _ (38) 

Beyond  Co-Dependency  &  Addiction:  Realization  of  Soul  Self 
—  A  highly  conscious,  deeply  inspiring  12-week  Inner  Heal- 
ing/Psyc'notherapy/Spiritual  Growth  Group  for  bi/gay  men 
with  positive  experience  in  12-step  programs.  Also,  deep,  soul- 
level  inner  healing  work  for  individuals.  Information: 
Mordechai  Kramer,  (617)932-5518. _ (35) 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abase  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  I  I  V  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Leant  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


SERVICES 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875.  (43) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street.  Brookline  232-1459 
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•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES’ 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Tax  Planning  And  Preparation 
Small  Business  Accounting  Services 

Linda  O’Leary 

•  Reasonable  Rates 

•  Professioanl  Service 

•  Evening  and  Weekend 
Appointments 


BOSTON,  MA 


(617)  782-2452 
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FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  o(  25<  per  word  (35C  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<r 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($  1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10°7o  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15°7o  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 
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•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
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62  Berkeley  St. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

‘Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

‘Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
‘Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 


NURSE  PRACTITIONER 

Full  time  position  for  NP  experienced 
in  working  wiht  substance  abusers,  to 
join  staff  of  Drug  Abuse  and  Health 
Care  Services  (DAHCS)  Project,  an 
innovative  program  to  provide  pri¬ 
mary  health  care  services  to  clients  of 
substance  abuse  treatment  programs. 
Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  multi¬ 
disciplinary  team. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER  OR 
PHYSICIAN  ASSISTANT 

Challenging  full  or  part  time  position 
for  NP  or  PA  interested  in  HIV- 
related  illness,  to  join  staff  of 
Metropolitan  Area  HIV  Services 
(MAHS)  Project.  Innovative  HIV 
treatment,  consultation/teaching  to 
area  providers,  primary  care,  with 
multi-disciplinary  team. 

PRIMARY  CARE  PHYSICIAN 

Full  time  positions  available  for 
BC/BE  internists  or  family  physi¬ 
cians  in  community  health  center  spe¬ 
cializing  in  gay  and  lesbian  health. 
Must  have  special  interest  in  HIV  and 
primary  care.  Involves  working  with 
nurse  practitioners  and  physician 
assistants,  and  may  involve  consulta¬ 
tion  and  HIV  education  to  other 
community  health  providers. 

HIV  PHONE  COUNSELOR 

Half  time  position  in  anonymous 
HIV  testing  program.  Must  have  ex¬ 
cellent  telephone  communication  and 
organizational  skills.  Knowledge  of 
HIV/AIDS  issues  helpful.  Bilingual 
ability  in  English  and  Spanish  or  Por¬ 
tuguese  is  required. 

LAB  TECHNOLOGIST 

Part  time  (10-15  hours),  two  evenings 
and  some  Saturdays  for  MT/MLT  in 
active  clinic  lab.  Experience  with 
chemistries  and  hematology  helpful. 
MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
COUNSELING  TRIAGE 
Full  time  position  to  provide 
telephone  triage  and  perform  various 
administrative  duties.  Must  have  ex¬ 
cellent  telephone  manner,  ability  to 
work  with  diverse  clients.  Bilingual 
ability  a  plus. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

Full  time  position  to  provide  recep¬ 
tion  and  administrative  support  at 
substance  abuse  treatment  site.  Will 
be  part  of  center-wide  administrative 
pool. 

RESUMES  TO:  Personnel,  FCHC, 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 15 

NO  PHONE  CALLS  —  PLEASE! 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 

Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


9 


THE  LUNAR  CALENDAR. 
DEDICATED  TO  THE  GODDESS 
IN  HER  MANY  GUISES. 


m 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Your.g 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


You’ve  Kept  This 
Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it 
was  your  fault.  You’re  still 
mistrustful  of  people . 

You  feel  different,  less  than 
others.  And  so  ashamed. 
It’s  time  to  call  for  help . 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


CSeM 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  0zl16 
(617)  353-1500 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R.  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


G' 


CN  SPECIALS 


CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ 


UVE  IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver's  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 


FT"T 


S  A  L  E 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’$  "Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


GM  and  LF  seek  roommate  (30-plus)  to  share  Belmont 
house.  Fireplace,  yard,  parking,  ncarT.  No  pets,  smok¬ 
ing,  drugs.  $400/mo.  Available  immediately.  484-0031. 
_ (36) 

2  LF’s  and  1  BiF  seek  another  for  sunny,  spacious 
Porter  Sq.  home.  No  smokers,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol. 
We  have  I  cat.  $350-plus.  491-4005. _ ( 36 ) 

2L  1  GM  seeking  4th  for  inexpensive,  spacious,  sunny 
Watertown  Apartment.  Stable,  independent,  have  1  cat, 
this  may  be  enough.  Cigs,  light  booze,  no  drugs.  Near 
busses,  $200.00-plus.  1st  and  I '/:  security.  Starting  April 
1st,  926-8258.  426-0037, _ (36) 

TEELE  SQUARE  SOMERVILLE 

2  Lesbians  and  cats  seek  1  female  roommate  for  6  room 

apt.  10  min  walk  to  Davis  "T”  stop.  No  cigs.  Avail  5/1. 
628-7517, _ (36) 

SOMERVILLE  TEELE  SQ. 

LF  26-plus  wanted  for  spacious  sun-filled  5rm  apt. 
Quiet,  close  to  public  traits.  Please,  no  smoke,  pets  or 
drugs.  Call  628-3216,  leave  message.  $250-plus.  (35) 

3  GM  looking  for  two  more  to  share  huge  JP  apt.  Nr. 

Arborctum/Franklin  Park,  2  mins.  T  stop, 
S230.00/month  plus  utils.  524-8682. _ (35) 

HOUSEMATE 

Dorchester  Carney  Flospital  area  GWM  seeking  GM  to 
share  3  bedroom  house  close  to  T.  Fireplace,  w/d,  roof 
deck,  parking,  yard.  No  smokers.  Call  David  436-3404. 
_ (35) 

Newton,  Upper  Falls.  LF  looking  to  share  two  bedroom 
apt.  Large  bedroom  available.  Cat  OK.  $350.00  heat 
and  utilites  included.  Call  969-7939. _ (35) 

Independent,  friendly,  political  household  in  Cambridge 
seeks  4th  woman  25-plus.  Semi-veg.  No  pets,  drugs, 
smoke.  Avail.  April  Is).  Cheap  rent.  497-7828. _ (35) 

3  LF  seek  4th  Belmont  4BR,  spacious  hardwood  floors, 
fireplace,  off-street  parking,  bus-line.  25-plus  friendly 
independent,  no  smoke,  no  drugs.  $280-plus.  Sara  or 
Sandy  484-8527. _ (35) 

LF  seeks  gay  man  or  woman  to  share  2  bedroom 
Coolidge  Comer  apt.  Parking  available;  close  to 
MBTA.  $425  month  includes  heat.  Call  Mary  739-3910. 
_ (35) 

Lesbian  Roommate  wanted  for  friendly,  tidy,  small, 
cute,  inexpensive  (275  inc  ht  &  hw)  household  in  Som. 
nr.  Camb.  Flexible,  comfortable  envir.  with  one  other 
lesbian  and  cat.  Great  for  modest  income  artist,  activist, 
student,  or  young  person.  628-0614. _ (35) 

IP  CONDO  SUBLET 

LF  household  seeks  professorial  LF  or  perfect  situation 
for  lovers.  4  15  to  8  31  with  option  to  rent  beginning 
9  1.  Furnished,  2  firs,  huge  BR  with  skylight,  non- 
smoker,  near  T  Washer  /dryer,  no  more  pets,  we  have 
cal.  $292  each  if  couple,  $560  if  single,  heat  h.w  inct. 
524-3417  anytime _ (35) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irrevenant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466 
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OUSING  WANTED 


PARTMENTS 

Shrewsbury,  near  Mass.  Medical.  Newly-renovated  in-law  apt. 
Three  rooms.  New  stove,  refrig.  Mature,  quiet  person.  No 
drugs,  pets.  $425  plus,  first,  last,  sec.  dep.  754-4240.  5-9pm. 
_ (36) 

Dorchester  —  Meetinghouse  Hill.  2BR  $695  plus  utilities. 
969-1586  weekdays. _ (35) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 
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Help  wanted  \ 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ (42) 

A  place  to  stay  in  historic  Santa  Fe  charming  adobe 
guesthouse  hideaway  equipped  cozy  fireplace.  Week- 
end,  weekly,  monthly  rates.  (505)  982-6815. _ (39) 


a 
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UBLICATIONS 


SOLO  SEX:  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 

Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms 
(without  physical  stimulation),  Maximum  Intensity  and 
Potency,  Altered  Sexual  States.  Physical,  mental  health 
through  ecstatic  self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by 
recognized  authority.  Detailed  instructions,  illustra¬ 
tions,  208  pages.  $16.95  to  TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Air- 
port  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN,  Mobile,  Al.  36608.  (38) 

HATE!  $5.00.  D—  Letter  $5.00.  Both  VINE  MY!  Ishud 
one  $3.00.  Mell  V.  Green,  PO  Box  422  Boston,  Mass 
02199.  Barter,  Stamps,  Cash.  Refund  if  unhappy.  (34) 
BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114, _ _ _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Ave„  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17,36) 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ (16) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343, 242-0772.  _ 


Prisoners 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  balds,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too* 1) 

USA  &  CANAOA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4  50;  Alabama  Arkansas  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida  Georgia  Kansas.  Kentucky  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S4  50;  Conneclicut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire  Ohio  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island  Ver¬ 
mont  W  Virginia 

Renaissance. House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail  your  name  kepi  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization  or  lor  further  information,  send 
stamped  sell  addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books  598  Yonge  SI..  Toronto  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


NY  SUBLET 

I’m  tooling  for  a  summer  subin  or  house*!  m  Manhattan  or 
ftsvAhn  Would  prefer  audio  apt  or  other  solo  situation  but 
sen  flexible  Cal  EKabeth  (61 T)  5^11390  <J7) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15  1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  ’’A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni 
que  and  provocative.  S28  year  sub  $6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS.  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(  c  x  ) _ 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S  .  Canada,  and  abroad 
Subscnpuoav  SI5  U  S.,  $18  Canada.  $25  institutions. 
Free  sampje  on  request  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW. 
WeUeslex  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181.  (ex) 


Seeking 

Friends 


99 


I’m  a  38  yr  old  Black  female  seeking  someone  to 
write.  Age  &  race  doesn’t  matter.  Can’t  get  mail 
from  other  prisoners.  Marie  TERRELL,  96335, 
Box  26,  St  Gabriel  LA  70776. 


GCN  Prisoner-readers:  PLEASE  SHARE  your 
GCNs  (when  possible),  rather  than  each  one  of 
you  asking  for  his/her  own.  (We  really  can’t  send 
them  free  to  all  of  you!)  Thanks. 

RUBBER  PUPPY  will  send  FREE  com¬ 
ics  and  writings  to  prisoners  and  will  print 
correspondence  lists.  Their  address  is  Rub¬ 
ber  Puppy,  2309-D  Pruett,  Austin  TX 
78703.  Check  them  out  and  let  GCN  know 
if  they  ‘work’. 

Monthly  newsletter  on  the  politics  of  the 
drug  war  and  other  government  intrusions 
in  your  life,  $3  per  year  to  prisoners.  Write 
ZENGER,  Box  3323,  Madison  WI  53704. 

A  short  list  of  fanzines  and  other  resources  for  I 

PRISONERS  is  available  to  any  prisoner  for  the 
asking.  Just  write:  Mike  Gunderlov,  Factsheet  5, 

6  Arizona  Ave,  Rensselaer  NY  12144. 

5. 

TRYING  TO  COME  OUT  - 

I  really  appreciate  the  GCN  for  giving  me| 
something  to  think  about  in  here.  I’ve  read  arti¬ 
cle  after  article  complaining  that  we  have  no] 
rights,  but  I  think  we  don’t  get  together  enough] 
to  achieve  our  ends.  If  anyone  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  thoughts  with  me,  I’d  appreciate  that 
too.  John  Dixon  WILSON,  D-64626,  3-A5-20, 
PO  Box  W,  Represa  CA  95671, _ 

35  yr  old  male  wants  to  hear  from  anyone.  I’m| 

very  lonely.  Don’t  want  money,  only  friend¬ 
ship.  Will  answer  for  sure.  David! 
McMONIGAL,  155475,  Box  66,  Capshaw  AL 
35742.  _ 

Gay  man  who  enjoys  river  rafting, 
photography,  and  SEX  would  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  you  guys  out  there.  I  will  answer  every 
letter  sharing  experiences,  trust,  anything! 
Thanks.  William  MYERS,  PO  Box  317,  Fair- 

banks  AK  99707,  _ 

I  am  a  30  yr  old  bisexual  male  and  I  would  like| 
to  have  people  write  to  me  as  I  am  lonely. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  concern.  Kirk  I 
CVETKV1CH,  2662,  2500  Westgate,  Pendleton! 
OR  97801 

Gay  male,  40,  looking  for  gay  males  of  any  racel 

for  future  friends.  My  friends  call  me  ‘Teresa’. 

I  would  like  some  help  finding  a  home  and  work 
for  an  eventual  parole  plan,  but  a  friend  is  my 
first  hope.  Ronald  TAYLOR,  TO9646681 1 149, 
Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 
Lonely  bisexual  male,  tall,  etc  etc  would  like  to  I 

hear  from  anyone  who’d  like  to  write.  I  need! 
some  new  friends.  Rickey  RAY,  406431,  Boxr 
16,  Lovelady  TX  75851 
I  get  the  GCN  past  on  to  me  by  a  friend  herel 

and  1  learn  a  lot.  What  I  would  like  is  to  find  a  I 
friend  and  a  possible  relationship.  I’m  a  very  I 
nice  looking  guy  with  olive  skin  and  brown] 
eyes.  My  friends  call  me  Lee.  Please  write.  Or¬ 
ville  Lee  MADDAN,  115734  (N-44),  PO  Box 
699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 

1  needs  me  a  good  loving  husband.  I  have  some! 
verv  good  and  very  tight  and  hairy  pussy  hole 
and  it  needs  to  be  fucked.  1  also  need  some  large! 
balls  to  lick.  My  hobbies  are  cooking,  cleaning 
house  and  writing  hot  letters.  Odis  Lee  JOHNS,  [ 
1100  North  Sims  St,  Bryan  TX  77803 
I’m  a  black  male,  45,  in  search  of  a  feminine  | 
gay  for  friendship  and  emotional  relief  by  cor¬ 
respondence.  My  primary  interest  is  to  quench  I 
my  loneliness  ancf  lo  keep  abreast  of  current 
events  outside  my  place  of  confinement.  I  hope  | 
someone  out  there  wants  to  reach  in  and  res¬ 
pond.  Bobby  DANIEL.  A91393,  C-6A-103,  PO  I 
Box  7500,  Crescent  City  CA  95532. 


I  would  like  lo  correspond  with  a  feminine 
female  who  would  like  to  be  a  penpal  with  a 
prisoner.  Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  your  paper 
that  you  send!  Jan  RADO,  90076-012,  1785 
Black  Canyon  Stage  1,  Phoenix  AZ  85027, 

I’m  a  19  yr  old  lesbian,  attractive,  healthy, 

sincere  and  kind.  Seeking  friendship.  Love 
animals,  home,  poetry,  shows,  music.  Can’t 
write  other  prisoners.  Love  all  kinds  of  sports, 
especially  basketball.  Photo  would  be  nice. 
Monica  WILSON,  152298,  Box  8540  (576), 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024, _ 

[34  yr  old  Black  female  seeking  friendship. 

Looking  to  write  someone  in  the  outside  world. 
Linda  POWELL,  92170,  Box  26,  St  Gabriel  LA 
70776.  „  ,  ,-v 


ll  am  a  gay  man  and  a  prisoner  and  would  like  to 
Iplace  a  penpal  ad  in  the  Gay  Community  News. 
Thank  you.  David  PERKINS,  217-518,  Box 
J300,  Orient  OH  43146. _ 

I  would  enjoy  writing  to  anyone,  any  age,  about 
any  subject.  I  would  enjoy  reading  your 
newsletter  but  it  may  not  be  permitted  in  here 
and  may  cause  a  conflict  so  I’ll  hold  off  for 
now.  Charles  BOOTH,  162913,  Box  1000, 
Craigsville  VA  24430. _ 

|A  world  made  up  of  four  concrete  walls,  ar¬ 
tificial  light  casting  its  beams  on  steel  beds  that 
have  heard  years  of  shattered  dreams  and 
Ipleading  calls.  A  ray  of  compassion  goes  a  long 
Iway  here.  I’m  a  gay  man  seeking  friendship.  1 
jdon’t  need  money,  just  companionship.  I’m  a 
recovering  addict  (crack-cocain).  I  have  a  lot  of 
Ithings  to  share.  Robin  HAYES,  149-270,  PO 
Box  120  S.R.63,  Lebanon  OH  45036. _ 

I’d  like  to  correspond  with  a  gay  male  who  has 
traveled,  perhaps  lived,  in  Europe,  especially 
Amsterdam  and  Madrid.  I  have  lots  of  in¬ 
terests.  Billy  CATES,  864126,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

I  am  a  lonely  man  in  here.  39  yr  old  black  bisex¬ 
ual  male  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  out 
there  in  the  free  world  who  has  sincere  feelings. 
Robert  Lee  ANDERSON,  EF-166918  (B-19), 
3001  Gordon  Hwy,  Grovetown  GA  30813. 

B/L  seeks  mail  from  outside  this  slate.  Wants 
to  hear  from  other  B/Ls,  especially  those  in 
Bridgewater,  Mass.  Jerry  Ready,  please  write  if 
you  see  this.  Mark  BEHRING,  Box  94949,  Lin- 
Icoln  NE  68509, _ 

I’m  a  bi-sex  21  y/o  male  looking  for  friends  and 
also  a  true  lover.  I’m  tired  of  fantasyland  af¬ 
fairs.  Please  give  me  a  chance  to  prove  that  all 
prisoners  are  not  cons.  (I’m  not  allowed  to  write 
other  prisoners.)  Shawn  SPOONER,  37528, 
Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502 


:  ga 
tha 


guys,  and  please,  please  send  a  picture  of  that 
sexy  body.  Louis  REED,  035848  (M-5),  3876 
Evans  Rd  Box  50,  Polk  City  FL  33868 


Poet  caught  between  rock  and  hard  place 

I  am  sending  you  a  poem  for  your  yearly 
centerspread  of  prisoner  poetry  and  art.  It’s 
about  the  first  ‘trade’  I  met  and  how  much  we 
were  alike  (both  wanted  to  be  on  top  and  not 
taint  our  masculine  image)  and  at  the  same  time 
wanted  to  seem  non-stereotypical  and  uniaue. 
Hope  you  like  it.  Hope  I  can  find  a  penpal  tnru 
your  paper.  Hayward  JOHNSON,  D43194,  PO 
Box  3456,  4B4L-5I,  Corcoran  CA  93212. 


GM,  25,  articulate,  love  music,  and  nature, 
seeking  letters  from  any  and  all  serious  and  in¬ 
telligent  bi-gay  males  for  possible  longterm 
friendship.  Edwin  Pete  BLACK,  Box  137, 
Tillery  NY  27887, 


Gay  femme  (Claudia)  seeking  all  sorts  of 
friends  who  would  like  to  correspond  with  me.  I 
enjoy  reading,  wine  and  dining,  rock  concerts, 
'mountain  climbing  and  interesting  men.  H.N. 
CHAVEZ,  514387  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. 


Sincere  Black  mart,  6’6‘/2”,  285  lbs,  in  search  of 

I  that  ultimate  someone  where  compassion  and 
r understanding  is  the  foundation  of  being.  Will 
answer  all.  Bernard  GASTON,  150-217,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699 
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17  Saturday  □  Boston 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  at 

Symphony  Hall.  8pm. 
$9-$30.  For  info:  247-2462. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed.  No 
phone  calls,  puh-leeze! 


17  Saturday 

Boston  □  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  at  Symphony 
Hall,  8pm,  $30,  $25,  $18,  $14  &  $9.  For  more  info  or  to 
charge  tickets  247-2462. 

Boston  □  Country  Western  Dance.  For  HIV  +  com¬ 
munity  and  friends,  at  Boston  Living  Center  YMCA,  140 
Clarendon  St.,  8pm- 1  am.  For  info  437-6200  x328. 

Boston  □  Breaking  the  Barriers  to  Liberation. 

Poetry,  art,  music  and  dance  of  the  women  of  Boston’s 
many  communities,  at  the  Church  of  All  Nations,  333 
Tremont  St.,  7:30pm,  $5  donation.  For  info  522-8728. 

Nashua  □  Women  in  Touch.  St.  Patrick’s  Day  dinner, 
at  Crosswind  Restaurant,  7pm,  $7.50.  For  info  (603) 
833-9228. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Miriam,  Blues  singer/songwriter,  at 
The  Crone’s  Harvest,  761  Centre  St.,  7:30pm,  $5.  For  in¬ 
fo  983-9529. 

Boston  □  GALA  art  auction  to  benefit  people  with 
AIDS,  at  The  Club  Cafe,  2-5pm,  $5.  Free  food  and  open 
bar.  For  more  info  or  to  donate  art  524-4048. 

1 8  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Healing  Circle,  at  Metropolitan 
Health  Club,  209  Columbus  Ave.,  7:30-9:30pm.  For  info 
Rafael  731-9584. 

Boston  □  What's  So  Funny?  Fundraiser  for  The 
Women  in  Theatre  Festival.  With  Reno,  Deb  Margolin, 
and  Terrorist  Bridesmaids.  Emerson  Majestic  Theatre, 
217  Tremont  St.,  8pm.  Tix  $13-530.  Concert  Charge 
497-1118. 


Reno  kicks  off  the  Women  in  Theatre  Festival,  3/18. 


Boston  □  The  Nkoli  Coalition,  a  continuing  senes  of 
discussions  on  building  liberation  coalitions,  at  the  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2-5pm.  For  info 
call  266-4378. 

Boston  □  Chiltem  Mountain  Club.  Crew  planning 
and  potluck,  7-9pm.  For  info  Derek  437-0856.  Sharon 
(S08)  443-3471. 


Boston  □  Heart  Strings.  The  National  Tour  of  this 
Broadway-style  two  act  musical.  At  The  Opera  House, 
539  Washington  St.,  8pm.  $25,  $75,  $175.  For  more  info 
437-6200. 

Cambridge  □  Friends  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns.  A  Quaker  group  meeting.  At  The  Friends  Center, 
S  Longfellow  Park  (off  Brattle  St.),  6:30pm. 

19  Monday 

Boston  □  Gay  Games  III:  Celebration  ’90.  General 
meeting  at  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Service  Center.  338 
Newbury  St.  8pm.  For  info  288-1606. 

20  T uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  Discus¬ 
sion:  “Our  Relationships  with  Wives."  At  Lindemann 
Center.  25  Stanford  St.  8- 1 0pm.  For  info  742-7897. 

Framingham  □  N.O.W.,  “Making  it  in  Massachusetts: 
Women’s  Strategies  for  Survival”,  at  The  Framingham 
Unitarian  Church,  7:30pm.  For  info  (508)  877-5456  or 
(508)  653-8560. 

21  Wednesday 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Veterans.  General  meeting,  at  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ser¬ 
vice  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  info 
247-2927. 

22  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Past-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights.  Benefit  party,  live  music  with  Thom  Cox. 
At  Obsessions.  132  Portland  St.  midnight.  For  info 
828-3039. 

Boston  □  Little  Flags  Theatre  presentation  of  Ah, 
Women.  Revue  of  the  works  of  Maxine  Klein  and  James 
Oesstereich.  At  UMASS  Auditorium.  100  Arlington  St. 
8pm.  $8  $  1 2.  For  info  576-2800. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee,  Survival  101.  A 
workshop  on  how  to  find  free  clothing  and  food,  131 
Clarendon  St.,  6pm.  For  info  437-6200  x328. 

Cambridge  □  Libana  in  concert.  A  celebration  of 
women's  world  music,  at  Wheelock  Auditorium,  200  The 
Riverway,  7:30pm.  For  info  536-7464. 

24  Saturday 

Watertown  □  Monthly  Potluck.  All  welcome.  For  more 
info  Becky  395-4664. 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women  Square  Dance. 

Live  music,  7  Temple  St.,  8-1 1  pm.  $7  donation,  more  if 
you  can,  less  if  you  can’t. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee,  workshop: 
"Sex,  Dating  and  Intimacy  in  the  Age  of  AIDS",  at  The 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.,  I0am-6pm.  For 
info  437-6200  x298. 

25  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva:  Boston’s  Community  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews.  Jewish  films  followed  by  discu- 
sion  "Gefilte  Fish”,  "The  Cantor's  Son."  At  St. 
Andrew’s  Church  for  the  Deaf.  18  Willistoti  Rd.  For  info 
782-8894. 

27  T uesday 

Boston  □  The  Buddy  Program.  Orientation  and 
training.  At  The  AIDS  Action  Committee.  131  Clarendon 
St.  7:30pm.  For  info  437-6200  x2S6. 


Cambridge  □  Readings  by  Alice  Munro.  From 
“Friend  of  My  Youth".  At  Wordsworth  Books.  30  Brat¬ 
tle  St.  5:30pm.  Free,  but  tickets  necessary.  For  info 
354-5201. 

28  Wednesday 

Springfield  □  Gayness,  Oppression,  Homophobia 
III.  Seminar  on  bisexuality.  At  Springfield  College.  Locklin 
Hall,  rm  233.  7pm.  For  info  (413)  788-3221. 

29  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activist  Net¬ 
work.  Organizing  for  "Walk  for  Life”  and  Gay  Rights 
Bill.  At  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center.  338  Newbury  St. 
7-9pm.  For  info  282-2509. 

Boston  □  The  Group:  social  discussion  group. 

Games  and  elections  for  group  officers.  At  The  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Service  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  8pm.  For  info 
266-1129. 

30  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Benefit  Concert  for  Boston's 
Women’s  Soccer  Team.  "Three  Stars  Rising."  At  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8pm.  $6.  For  info  426-2723. 


Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show.  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  1 3 1  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  3/19  Classism.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street,  pm.  776-6956. 


Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-IOpm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  424-7025  or  Gary,  267-6186. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open  meet¬ 
ings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338  New¬ 
bury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  3/20  Spring 
Equinox  Party.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-l0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  3/20 
Coming  out  to  family.  The  Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm. 
Info:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  sepa¬ 
rately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  523-7363  or 
1-800  42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

,  Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-  10pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project- Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Shadowy  menace  and 
quiet  shame 


Jane  Campion ’s  Sweetie  is  a  terrifying,  mesmerizing  film 


Genevieve  Lemon  (I)  is  Sweetie  and  Karen  Colston  is  Kay  in  Jane  Campion's  new  film 


Sweetie.  Directed  by  Jane  Campion.  With 
Genevieve  Lemon  and  Karen  Colston.  At  Loews 
Nickelodeon,  Boston. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

weetie  is  an  utterly  terrifying  movie, 
though  its  frightfulness  unfolds  with 
mesmerizing  originality.  Rather  than 
relying  on  standard  depictions  of  violence, 
Australian  director  Jane  Campion  anchors 
her  first  feature  film  on  the  underside  of 
horror,  presenting  a  world  in  which  evil 
lurks  in  trees,  clotheslines,  porcelain 
miniature  horses,  and  bathtubs.  Specifical¬ 
ly,  Sweetie  addresses  women’s  fears;  the 
shadowy  menace  and  quiet  shame  that  form 
the  backdrop  to  many  women’s  lives.  Fit¬ 
tingly,  the  action  takes  place  in  a  trio  of 
domestic  settings  —  one  spartan,  one  clut¬ 
tered  and  one  surreal.  Yet  all  of  these 
shelters  fail  to  provide  the  women  pro¬ 
tagonists  with  the  alleged  safety  represented 
by  the  bourgeois  home.  Above  all,  Campion 
shoots  down  that  myth. 

Curiously,  few  critics  have  recognized  the 
theme  of  sexual  abuse  in  Sweetie.  Campion 
has  been  repeatedly  compared  to  filmmaker 
David  Lynch;  Sweetie  to  his  BlueVelvet.  I 
couldn’t  disagree  more  strongly.  Sure, 
Lynch  has  a  flare  for  evoking  creepiness 
within  nature,  something  Campion  does 
too,  but  their  approaches  to  violence  are 
nearly  opposite.  Blue  Velvet  dredges  up  all 
the  usual  stuff,  like  maniacal  men  assaulting 
women,  scary  knife  scenes,  and  suspense 
based  on  sexual  titillation  (for  men).  Cam¬ 
pion  rejects  all  of  that,  presenting  sex  as 
awkward  and/or  frantic,  and  creating 
sinister  moods  through  the  suggestion  of 
hidden  atrocities.  In  fact,  my  strongest  reac¬ 
tion  while  watching  Sweetie  was:  this  movie 
is  all  about  incest.  For  me,  the  enormity  of 
inter-family  violence  (especially  fathers’  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  of  their  daughters)  set  the  unifying 
tone  of  this  brilliant,  jarring  film. 

Sweetie  concerns  two  adult  sisters,  Kay 
(Karen  Colston)  and  Sweetie  (Genevieve 
Lemon).  Kay  is  thin,  timid  and  spooked  by 
nearly  all  facets  of  her  seemingly  mundane 
suburban  life.  Presented  as  a  near  opposite, 
at  least  superficially,  Sweetie  bursts  on  the 
scene  as  fat  and  ebullient,  an  extroverted 
reveler  who  shocks  Kay’s  “repressed”  sen¬ 
sibilities.  While  these  characters  veer  close 
to  stereotypes,  the  filmmakers  never  pro¬ 


ceed  predictably.  For  example,  soon  after 
Kay  is  introduced  with  all  her  prim 
cautiousness,  we  watch  her  seduce  a  co¬ 
worker’s  boyfriend  under  a  car  in  a  concrete 
parking  garage.  Similarly,  in  spite  of 
Sweetie’s  wild  playfulness,  her  face  reflects 
complete  despair  at  recurring  points  in  the 
movie.  Alter  egos,  perhaps,  but  we  see  that 
the  sisters  in  Sweetie  have  more  in  common 
than  not,  once  the  surface  is  scratched, 
not,  once  the  surface  is  scratched. 

That  link  between  Kay  and  Sweetie 
becomes  unnervingly  apparent  when  their 
truly  spooky  parents  enter  into  the  fray.  The 
parents’  eerieness  is  suggested  by  a  vague 
hollowness;  nothing  overtly  hostile  hap¬ 
pens,  but  the  screwy  scenarios  and  glaring 
communication  gaps  imply  grave  discord  in 
the  family.  Sweetie,  overlaid  with  grime  and 
clad  in  a  disheveled  quasi-Baroque  attire,  is 
scapegoated  as  the  problem  —  Kay 
dismisses  her  as  “mental.”  But  the  father  — 
played  with  bland  immobility  by  Jon  Darl¬ 
ing  —  emits  the  most  disturbing  aura  of  the 
film.  After  separating  from  his  wife  of  thirty 
years,  he  turns  to  Kay  and  Sweetie  for  help, 
reasserting  a  sinister  (if  pathetic)  dominance 


in  their  fractured  lives. 

The  mother,  meanwhile,  has  taken  off  for 
the  Australian  outback  to  maintain  order  at 
a  dude  ranch.  This  inexplicable  turn  of 
events  includes  a  wonderful  impromptu 
two-step  among  the  male  ranchers  and  a 
warbly  C  &  W  performance  by  the  mother, 
real-life  singer  Dorothy  Barry.  But  this  seg¬ 
ment  also  represents  a  massive  denial  on  the 
mother’s  part;  she  keeps  her  world  tidy  and 
controlled,  unable  or  unwilling  to  recognize 
the  festering  wounds  affecting  her  im¬ 
mediate  family.  Her  separation  from  her 
husband  can  be  seen  as  a  response  to  past 
abuse,  though  her  unflappable  good  cheer 
comes  off  as  a  desperate  attempt  to  fend  off 
acknowledging  domestic  violence. 

In  terms  of  concrete  indications  that  point 
to  incest,  Sweetie  offers  only  a  few  in¬ 
stances,  such  as  the  scene  in  which  Sweetie 
docilely  washes  her  father  in  the  tub  while 
Kay  looks  on  in  anguished  silence  (which 
suggests  to  me  that  both  daughters  may  have 
been  victimized  by  their  father).  Or  the 
flashbacks  of  Sweetie  as  a  child  performing 
song-and-dance  routines  for  her  father, 
then  sitting  in  an  odd  light-festooned  throne 


adjacent  to  his  bed.  The  rest  of  the  movie  is 
rife  with  other  suggestions,  as  well,  which 
are  far  more  oblique.  Kay  recoiling  from  her 
boyfriend’s  licks.  Sweetie  choking  (literally) 
on  remnants  of  childhood,  the  presence  of  a 
neighboring  small  boy  who  seems  danger¬ 
ously  vulnerable:  all  of  these  elements  con¬ 
tribute  to  Sweetie's  atmosphere  of  sexual 
menace. 

One  of  the  things  I  liked  best  about  this 
movie  was  its  density,  its  visual  and  contex¬ 
tual  richness  that  offered  so  much  possibili¬ 
ty  to  chew  on.  Maybe  1  perceived  some  of  it 
too  literally,  i.e.,  Does  Kay’s  tree  phobia 
really  translate  to  her  fear  of  being  rooted  in 
her  own  deathly  family  tree?  But  1  ap¬ 
preciate  a  film  that  can  throw  open  so  many 
questions,  invite  speculation,  and  create 
such  a  novel  cinematic  language. 

Many  of  the  images  in  Sweetie  are  ex¬ 
hibited  in  Campion’s  short  films,  too,  which 
caused  a  sensation  several  years  ago  at  the 
Cannes  Film  Festival.  These  include  Peel 
(1982),  A  Girl’s  Own  Story  (1985),  and  the 
particularly  stunning  Two  Friends  (1986). 
Adolescent  fears,  off-kilter  sexuality,  the 
dangerous  entrapment  of  families,  and  the 
entitled  self-importance  of  fathers  are  all 
staples  in  Campion’s  ongoing  exploration  of 
the  white  Australian  middle  class.  Along 
with  cinematographer  Sally  Bongers  (who, 
with  Sweetie ,  is  the  first  woman  to  have  shot 
a  35mm  feature  in  Australia),  Campion  has 
developed  a  distinctive  visual  style,  full  of 
womanly  icons  and  skewed  camera  angles 
from  the  undersides  of  things.  These  film¬ 
makers  present  the  marginal  nature  of  some 
women’s  experiences  in  a  way  reminiscent  of 
France’s  Agnes  Varda. 

There’s  still  more  to  recommend  in 
Sweetie,  from  the  flat  loveliness  of  the  col¬ 
ors  to  Lemon’s  heartbreaking  performance 
to  the  film’s  ability  to  maintain  a  macabre 
sense  of  humor.  What'really  knocks  me  out 
about  this  movie,  though,  is  its  steamroller 
approach  that  keeps  the  horror  mounting 
and  mounting.  After  starting  at  a  con¬ 
templative  pace.  Sweetie  bombs  ahead  with 
almost  unbearable  intensity.  The  overall  ef¬ 
fect  is  a  visceral  captivation  that  lingers  on, 
disturbingly,  like  terrors  really  do  in  our 
lives.  □ 

Elizabeth  Pincus  writes  movie  reviews  and 
detective  fiction. 


HEART  STRINGS 


THE  NATIONAL  TOUR 

AN  EVENING  OF  HOPE 
FOR  THE  HEALING  OF  AIDS 

starring  Christopher  Reeve,  Kelsey  Grammer  of  Cheers, 
the  National  Touring  Cast  of  HEART  STRINGS,  and 
over  200  of  Boston's  finest  talent 

Sunday,  March  18,  1990 
8:30  PM  The  Opera  House 

To  benefit  AIDS  ACTION  Committee,  Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
The  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill  and  the  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition 

5:30  PM  Designing  Chefs  at  Neiman  Marcus,  a  gala  pre-theatre 
dinner  buffet  featuring  the  best  of  Boston's  caterers 
8:30  PM  HEART  STRINGS  at  The  Opera  House 
10:00  PM  The  Lafayette  Hotel  Opens  Its  Heart,  a  gala  cast  party 
reception  starring  Jennifer  Holliday 

Theatre  only:  $25 

Theatre  and  The  Lafayette  Hotel  Opens  Its  Hearts'.  $75 
Theatre,  The  Lafayette  Hotel  Opens  its  Heart  &  Designing  Chefs'.  $175 

Tickets  available  by  calling  the  Club  Cabaret  Box  Office  at  536-0972. 
the  Heart  Strings  ticket  line  at  266-6906, 
or  Ticketron  at  720-3434  or  1-800-382-8080 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 


Thurs.  April  12 
DESERT  HEARTS 
with  special  guest 
KSENIA  MACK 
$6. 

▼ 

Coming  Soon 
Sun.  May  6 
LAUGH  TILL 
YOU  DROP 
ten  comediennes 
in  competion 

S6. 

INDIGO 

Celebrates 
ONE  YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 
JAM  PARTY 
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NDIG 


Club  for  Women 


INDIGO  Wnere  Women  Meet  Women 
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